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| To the Fnends, and 
Fellowers of the Lamb. . 


Beloyed in our Lord, 
« 0 HW > Had not thought 
$ FX co have Printed 
| Se any of my poot 
Labours in the Lord » 
though it has been much 
upon my heart,they might 
be imprinted upon the 
hearts of the Hearers by 
the Spirit of the living 
God : But ſome late im- 
pulſes have been upon my 


| Iſpirit ( ſince infirmines | 
ave grown upon me). to-: 
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leave. a. few words with 
the Servants of Chriſt be- 
foreI leave them; looking 
Up to-him;* ro leave his 
bleſſing with: them; and 
that upon theſe and the 
like Conſterations': 1. 
'The firange ſlumbrings 
of. ſo. :mapy back[liding 
Chriſtians at this day, 
have ſomewhat awakened 
my drowlie ſpirit; and 
my eye hath alfected my 
heart,to ſee ſo many ſlee- 
py eyes, and heavy, — 
lo that. I am not at. reſt, 
till I have eaſed my-own 
- 1, XY {ſoul in warning them” o-=| 
a penl y, AS10 WReplng for 
them in ſecret, . The | 
pens Oray. 


off 


1 FT a Kath beet! following: 


me with awakeiling di-: 


| ſpenſations ; Morning by 
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| morning awakening my 


ear to receive inſtructions 
and while he haeh ſhaken 
his Rod of fatherly Cor-' 
rection over me, a deep 
Conviction hath fallen 
from Heaven upon. me, 
that it is the work of the 
day in 1ts day, . for the 
Watchmen wo cry _ 
ſaying, Awake, Awake. 3« T 
have ; FR ſweet perſwa= 
{1ons through mercy, that 
whiles T am at the Lords 
Work, ftirring up others 


- ko watch and pray,l ſhall 


find him at an within 


A3. ſtir- 


Nirring: me up to take] 


hold of -himy and giving 
in ſome awakening: heart- 
reflections upon theſe 
Meditations: of Watch- 
fulneſs;and my heart tells 
me, the Watchmen of all 
others would be well a- 
wakened, and ever upon 
their Watchat ſuch a day 
as this. 4. Pity toſlum- 
bring Saints, who hear 
not the ſounding of their 
own. bowels to make then 
pity theniſelves, hath mo- 
ved me to knock at their 
doors, and ask them how 
they do at heart; They 
lictle think (alas) now 
their hearts 1 OFINOPs | 

| cne 


the ſorrows that are com- 
ing upon the Men and 
Women that are at caſe 
in Zion, as ſorrow upon a 
Woman in Travel, 5.The 
love of Chriſt conſtrains 
me to call upon his ſloth= 
ful Servants to ariſe and 
fal to their Maſters work; 
who hath moſt to do i'th 
laſt dayes, and would not 
be lefr alone at it : many 
heads, hands, and hearts 
buſte tozether , would 
make light work: 'twould 
go Merrily on, and not fo 
heavily as now 1t does, 
whiles ſo many heads ang 
hearts are heavy with 
ſleep. 6, The ſtirring 
_A4 Ap- 


Kporioa of ſome hid 
gry.craving ones (1ndear- 
ed to'mecin the bonds of 
che Croſpel) who are dai- 
ly waiting With longing 
for one cluſter of Crrapes 
or other, from the Celeſti- 
al; Canaan, have made me 
che more willing to preſs 
this one Grrape for their 
fakes; bappily they may 
find a littte ſweetneſs in 
it; ( though none elſe 
ſhould) as taking and ta- 
{ting it with a 700d will, 
from his hand,whoſe heart 
1s. towards - thein. And 
if any of theſe ſhould un- 
happily :be - overtaken 
wich that dcad ſleep of 
+ 4 m1d- 


{| midnight-ſecuricy;,which 
hath ſurprized fo many at 
this day ; who knows but 
che 1importunities of one 


that is their Friend, may. 


prevail with them, toriſe 


and open the door of their 


hearts,when the'Bridegroom 
himſelf ſhall knock; who 
is their beſt and deareſt 
Friend 1th World. 
Theſe being the Wheels 
which hath ſet this Watch 
on motion, you may not 
expect atly eye or car-at- 
feCting Ccuriolity g+ but 
heart-awakening Goſpel 


Simplicity ; the entifing 


words of mans ' wiſdom 


have lull'd many afleep:: 


and 


——— 


and it muſt be plainneſs 
of ſpeech in the demon- 
{tration of the Spirit, that 
muſt awaken them. I have 
moſt to do in this Work 
with Wiſdoms ( hildren, who 
have learnt co become fools, 
that they may be wiſe, and 
had rather hear one word 
ſpoken to the underſtanding, 
then a thouſand words 1n 
an unknown Tongue. 
The corporal weakneſſes 
and ſpiritual wants of one 
groaning under an heap 
of mfirmities, will make a 
\ufficient Apology for all 
wants and weakneſſes, as to 
matter or method : *Tis 
broken meatzthis,for bro- 
ken 
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Tken hearts, who will be 
gathering up a few Crums 
here and there; and if it 
be well digeſted within, 
it will be the leſs matter, 
though it be lo indigeſted, 
without. 

[ am very ſenſible, 'tis 
lowen in great weaknels, 
(alas,. how can ſo poora 
nothing Creature do o- 
therwiſe! ) yer Tam not 
out of heart or hopesthrough 
Trace, but it may riſe up 
in power, . to the raiſing 
up of ſome thar are aſleep 
in {1n,and the rouſing up- 
of others that are under a 
{1nful ſlamber,by the power 
of the Spirit ; which 1s his 

hearts 
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hearts deſign and deſire, * 
who would willingly bez 
ſpeak your heart-remem- 
brances,while he takes the 
humble boldneſs to be 
one of your weak (though 
willing) Remembrancers 11 
the Name of the Lord, 
that he may beaccounted 

worthy to be found a 
| watchful Servant of Chriſt 
Zeſus our Lord, and 


Your faithful $ ervant 


for Jeſus ſake, 
Re (T. 9, 


From my Chamber 
in” lictle Queen. 
ſtreet, Loxdoy, 

M. 7. 1656. 
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To my well-beloved Friends, 
endeared to me in the Love 
and Bonds of the Goſpel, at 
Lincoln, or elſewhere. 


Dear Friends, 
Eing laid aſide by the 
' Hand of my Righteous 
\ Father,as to the publick 
'» . Work of the Miniſtry 
| amongſt you ; you have been 
8 mnauch upon my heart, in my pri- 
| vate Meditations, to ſtir you up 
| and put you in remembrance to 
waic upon.our Lord, & for him, 
who. will meet thoſe with re- 
joycing, that remember him in Ia64.g. | 
his wayes, The openings of your * * + 4 
hearts to me. in much affefion 
and compaſſion,as many of your 
eyes witneſſed at our parting, 
- (notknowing whether weſhould 
ſee the faces of one another any | 
+. -- . mae 6 
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ſent, and under preſent bodily 


- SS <. 
"% *F k *../ © 
La 65; - 

£307 
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more) and as your affectionate 
remembrances of me, while ab- 


preflures, do ſuficiently teſtifie, 
bave much beſpoke my heart on 
your behalt to leave this Watch- 
word with you, if Iſhould nowff , 
take my reſt and ſleep in Jeſus. 
And if the Father-of Mercies 
ſhould graciouſly raiſe me up by 
his ſtrength, to ſpend & be ſpent 
amongſt you, 'twould be a ſweet fe 
mercy, to find you it a waiting 
watching poſture : "Twill be the 
more ſeaſonable to knock where 
they are awakened,and to ſtrike |; 
while the Iron's hot; The Word |; 
of Lite will be moſt welcome to 
quickned ſpirits. 4 
That you may read theſe fol- 
lowing awakening Meditations, 
with. open eyes and hearts, let 
me preſent you with a few. pre- i 
paratory hints, to an awakened 
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be a little cleared by this fore- 
taſte (as Jonathans was upon his 
taſting a little Honey from the 
end of his Rod) it you look up 
for eye-ſalve from Heaven, while 
| you are looking on them, 
| Andfirft, by way of Counſel. 
1. Hearken as with both Ears 
{io the glad-tydings of the Go- 
[ſpel; youll find, that good re- 
ports from Jeſus Chriſt, under 
- | Evangelical Diſpenfations, will 
exceedingly affect, and effectual- 
ly awaken your hearts. The 
ſweetneſs of the bunch of grapes 
upon that ſtaff of beauty, feel- 
ingly taſted, will ſet you a long- 
ing after the Choice Fruits of the 
Heavenly Canaan ; and hungry 
ſouls will not eaſily fleep over 
heir ſpircual Food, 2. Walk 
p to Light received in the love 
tC and power of it; youll find it 
- Þ goodthing indeed to behold 
$< pure heart-quickning w_ 
v O 


Hoſ-6.3, 
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of the Sun of Righteouſneſs : Its 
Souktaking too; Twill follow 


know the Lord his; goings forth 


-more & more to the pertect day: 
And you will find this Sun-ſhine 
marvellouſly clearing &quick-fſ 
ning the eyes of . your under-fſ | 
Randing. ' 3; Knock oft at youtf| | 
'own doors, you may:be bold atf 1 
home, and ask every day,” Howl : 
all does within ; what ſttength off « 
faith; what warmth of love; what] + 
growth 1n grace, '&7.: - Mauch 

ſ 

[ 
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loud in your ears to Keep you 


you, as you tollow it 3 Then ſhall 
you know, if you follow on to 


will be. prepared as the morning, 
ſhining upon you, & within you, 
and cauſing your Path to ſhine 


Soul-ſearching, will very much 
'prevent Soul-{lumbring :- Com- 


muning- with Conſcience will 
keep it awake, and it will cry 


awake. 4, Stir up one another, 
and chat wich importunity, ro 
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ſtir up the Grace of Chriſt that 
is in you, to do good to all, 6c, 
and all the good you cans and to 
do what you find in your hands 

to do tor God, with all your 

might, and that while you have 
opportunity 3 for there is no 

work i th Grave, whither we are Eccleſ.g. 
going. *Twill be one of the beſt i0, 
deeds of pure charity at this 

day,. to viſit crazy ſick fouls, 

-|| that lie languiſhing and flum- 

rj bring under ſpiritual Conſump- 

th tions, in the Name of the Lord ; 

vj and to propound heart-ſearching 

if Queſtions co quicken them, in- 

ol ſtead of heart-ſeparating Que- 

ME ries, which have deaden'd them, 

bl And ſure it would be a very ſea- 

ſonable work in this hour of 
temptation, amongſt Chriſtian 
triends, (at diffance) to take up 
that Primitive Practice of the 

2 bleſſed Servants and Martyrs of "eff 
| Jeſus, by quickening up one an- 

others 
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others ſpirits with heart-awake- 
ning Letters, I cannot but com- 
mend this labour of Love to 
ſuch as are preſent with one an- 
other in ſpirit and love, when 
abſent in body, as that which 
ſome in our dayes have found a 
ſweet bleſling in, even as in that 
cluſter mentioned, T1/a. 6s. $. 
5. Giveall diligence in the fre- 
quent and fervent performance 
of all Goſpel-duties with a Go- 
ſpel-ſpirir, ſetting grace on work 
in all by the ſupply of the Spirit ; 
and it you find your hearts rea- 
dy to follow the Lord tully in all 
the work he has cut up for you, 
you'l find work enough ready 
at your hands and hearts to 
Keep you awake, 6. Calt up 
| your ſpiritual accounts "every 
. day, with an eye to that great 
F» Day, when every one muſt give 
Fey an account of himſelt to the 
Judge of Quick and Dead; oft. 
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Soul reckonings will rowſe up 

your ſpirits. much, to wait for 

the Bridegroom with loyns girt, 

and lamps burning, as it you Mat.25. 

heard the cry at midvight, | 
Secondly, By way of Caution, 

1. Take heed of an heavy Ear 

under the Sound of the Goſpel, 

left your ears ſhould tingle for 

it another day, The Seers eyes 

muſt needs weep in ſecret for 

you>it they behold you ſleeping 

openly under the Lords all-ſee- 

ing eye; Twill fadden the 

hearts of weak Chriſtians to ſee 

you heavy-hearted under that 

Goſpel of Grace, by which they 

and you haye been often awake- 

ned 3 and carnal hearts will be 

the more apt to {light that ſpi- 

ritual food which they ſee you . 

lleep over. 2, Take heed of OY 

reſting in a form of Godlinels, Ko 

ithout power, of taking up 

with the Letter, without the Spi-. 
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rit; or being contented with a 
Name to live, without that new 
Name, and a uew Heart and 
Lite : You may lie dead at the 
Letter, till you die, but the Spt- 
rit will quicken you, and put lite 
into your ſpirit; You may eafily 
{lumber under the form of an 
outyvard profeſſion, but the con- 
ſtant exerciſe of the povver of 
godlineſs vyill effectually avva- 
ken you. 3, Dallynotvvith 
any beloved luſt, nor be dandled 
upon any Dalilahs Lap, left you 
fall aſleep upon it, and be be 
trayed ; It your hearts go after 
any ftrange Lovers, you muſt 
needs loſe your firſt love to your 
firſt Husband, and be lett heart- 
lefle and fſpiritleſſe 3 if you 1n 
dulge any right Eye, or right 
Hana, hovy dark vvill the right 
Eye be? and hovv dead the right 
Hand of your inward Man ? you 
muſt yvatch over your ovvn int 
a uity 


quity, yea, oyer every fin, as 
ever you would be found watch- 
ful ar God's Word, or chearful 
in his way, Senſuality in any 
kind will breed ſpiricual ſecu- 
rity at firit, and bring perplexity 
of ſpirit at laſt. Sin's calm muſt 
needs end ina ſad ftorm. 4,Take 
heed of ſelt-ſeeking. and ſeek- 
ing great things to your ſelves, 
A ſelfiſh ſpirit will be {luggiſh in 
ſpirituals ; it you once begin ro 
take your fill of creature-com- 
forts, you | have no ſtomack to 
the things of Chriſt, but even 
| fleep at his Breaft : The love of 
the World will eat out your love 
# to God,his Word, his Work, his 
People, &c. It you be all upon't, 
rifing early to eat the bread of 
ſorrows, you'l loſe that ſweet 
fleep he gives his Beloved, and 
be caſt into a falſe ſlumber, teed- 
ing your ſelves with fooliſh tan- 
cies, ſaying, Soul,;take thine eaſe 5 
B 3 where 
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where little eaſe is to be found : 


when the heart is drunk with 
the ſtrong Wine of the Worlds 
Cup, or drowned in the ſweet 
Waters of its own Ciſtern, twill 
certainly fall into a dead {leep; 
and Chriſtians overloaden with 


thick Clay, we fee with ſorrow 


how heavily they drive. 5. Take 
heed of {lighting any holy Du- 
ties, and of a flight frame of ſpi- 
ritin them. Tis a ſlighting of 


God himſelf, who'will lightly 
eſteem ſuch, and leave them to 


their own flothful ſpirits. A 
ſluggiſh indiſpoſition will ever 
attend ſinful omiſſions ; and 
{ach as dare be bold in the omit- 
ting of good, are in danger to 
become baſe and vile in the 
committing of evill : If your 
hearts back-ſlide in ſecret from 
humble communion with God 
in his holy wayes, he will turn his 
back upon you, and leaye you 
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to eat the fruit of your own 


wayes 3 and thenzalas,how weak 
will your hearts be, in, and to, 
any thing that's good ? how wo- 
fully evil2 6, Take heedof 
orieving the good Spirit of God; 
leſt he go away fadly, and leave 
you to the heavineſs of your 
own ſpirits, Oh, it you quench 
the Heavenly ſparks of his holy 
motions, the fire of your love 
and zeal will quickly be going 
out, & you l grow cold at heart. 


Oh do not, do not tempt the 


Holy Ghott, no,not for a world, 
leſt he withdraw his Light, Life, 
Power, and Peace from you 
and then how dark and dead, 
heartleſs and helpleſs will you 
lie in this hour of Temptation 3 
Theſe are the broken thoughts 
of one. of your poor heart- 
friends, when afflicted and ab- 
ſent in body, yer affefted, as 
preſent in ſpirit, with the ſenſe 
wo B 4 of 


of the room he hath had in 


your hearts, while the Hand of 


the Lord hath rouched him:3 
What in mercy he hath brought 
to my hand and heart, (while I 
had only his own Book with me) 
I leave to the blefling of his 
own hand, upon your hearts and 
mind, 

- Now the Lord dire your 
hearts into the love of God, and 
the patient waiting for of Chriſt, 
And 1I beſfeech you Brethren tor 
his ſake, and the love of the 
Spirit, that you ſtrive together 
and aſunder in your prayers to 
God for me, that he would con- 
ſider. my-troubles, and knovv 
my Soul in adverſity, that I may 
rejoyce 1n his mercy 3 and that 
I may come unto-you vvith joy 
by the Will of God, and may 
vvith you be refreſhed, through 
the gracious preſence of Chriſt, 
to the praiſe of his Grace, to 
| £5 _ vyholſe 


vyhoſe benediQion, . direQion; 
AXand dominion, I humbly come 
mit you, andreſt, 


Your much obliged Friend 


and Serwant in the 


Goſpel of Chriſt, 
G. S. 
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On 
Chriſtian Reader, 


S 'tis the ſpecial Office of 
. ſome men to be Watch- 
men,fo 'tis the common 
duty of all men to Watch. That 
ſome men are appointed to 
vvatca over others, Cannot ex- 
cuſe any mans neglect of yvatch= 
iog over Himſelf, All the Ports 
of the Body, the Eyes, the Ears, 
the Lips, (at vvhich the Soul 1s 
continually ifluing out by ſeve- 
ral acts,or taking in from ſeveral 
Objects) need a continual vyatch 
upon them 3 hovy much more 
doth that moſt important Piece 
of all, the Heart > We ſhould. 
alvvayes vvatch vvhat God is 
Y doing, vve ſhould vvatch vvhat 
God is ſpeaking,vvhat he ſpeaks 


LO 


to us in his Word, vvhat he 
ſpeaks tous in his Works; We 
ſhould vvatch what he ſpeaks to 
move us unto Prayer, and vyhat 
he ſpeaks in anſvver to the mo- 
tious vyhich vve have made in 
Prayer, Hovv vvatchful ſhould 
they be, vvho have all cheſe, and 
many more,occaſions of yyatch- 
ing 2 We read in Darrel, 
(Chap.4.13.) Of a IVatcher,and 
a Holy one that came down from 
Heavens And ſurely none on 
Earth can be Holy Ones, unleſs 
they be Watchers, The careleſs 
Soul is alyvayes a corrupt one 3 
and ſecurity layeth us open to 
all impurity. Satan vvatcheth 
to make us Halt, and evil men 
vvatch for our Haltings; We 
ſhall never take either even or 
clean' ſteps, unleſs vve vvatch 
Our OVVn goings, and ponder the 
path of our feet : Warchtfulneſs 
being ſo. indiſpeniable a Duty, 


hovy 


hovv glad ſhould vve be of any 


keep us avvake? The Learned 
and Godly Author of this enfu- 
ing Diſcourſe, hath beaten ſuch 
an Alarm, and ſhot off ſuch a 
Warning-Piece in our Quarters, 
that if the Virgins {]:mber (till, 
as their ſecurity vvill be inexcu- 
ſable, ſo their calamity vvill be 
unavoidable, What can they 
look for,vyho vvill not vvatch to 
pray, But that God (as he once 
did, Jer.31.28.) ſhould watch o- 
wer them to pluck up,and to break 
down, and to dejtroy,and to afflift 3 
What can they look for, vyho 
vyill not vvatch to do good, but 
| that, God, (as another Prophet 
faith he once did, Dan, 4. 13.) 
ſhould watch upon the evil, and 
bring it upon them 5 They vvho 
vvill not cake vvarning, deſerve 
to be made one. Having peru- 
ſed this Manual of . Watchful- 
neſs, 


thing either to avvaken us, or f\ 


\ neſs, I commend it into the 
# hands and to the hearts of all 
thoſe, vvho vvould find peace, 
and be found in peace, vvhen 
their -Lord cometh. Ir vvas fad, 
that the Diſciples eyes vyere ſo 
heavy,that they could not vvatch 
vvith Chriſt one hour, vvheh he 
vvas going out of the World, 
And it vvill be more ſad vvith 
thoſe, vyhoſe hearts are ſo hea- 
vy, that they cannot vvatch for 
the return of Chriſt ar all hours : 
vyho therefore hath not told us, 
the particular hour of his com- 
ing, that vve at all hours might 
be kept vvatching for it, And 
Blefled vvill thoſe Servants be, 
vvhom vyhen their Lord com- 
eth, he ſhall find vvatching and 
praying,or vvatching unto pray= 
er, that they enter not into 
remptation, and that they may 
be keptin the hour of temptati- 
ON, 


Reader, 


Reader, That this Book may | x 
be blefled from Above to make 
thee Watchful, is his Prayer, 
vvho readily approves it for the 
Preſs, and publick Uſe of this 
Slumbring Age, 


Zoſeph Caryl. 


[.$$$3843838383488 
'T o the Reader, 


READER, 


Hey who ke keep cloſe to the 
4 Lojd Chriſt in Holineſs of 
Life,and purity of Doctrine, 
are Virgins, whether particular 
Perſons, or (hurches ; Such being 
expos'd to many temptaiions, and 
ſubject to much Slumbring, here 
5 a Warning-Piece for them. The 
great Watchman of l\rael warn d 
hu Apoſtles, yea all to Watch : So 
doth this good Watchman in Iſrael, 
Watching us a Duty of grand o, 
portance, Noah, Lot, David, 
Peter, and other Worthies were 
tempted, ſiumbrea, and ſuffered 
much for want of Watchfulneſc, 
When Kings ſlumber, they may loſe x gam, 
a Shirt of "their Garments 5 and 36-3364 
when Virgins /lumber, they may 


loſe 


on 12 


IF, 


boſe thetr whole Garments, all their, 


Rev, 16, Ornaments.and the ſhame of their 


nakeaneſs appear, The vigilant 
Author hath prepared and fitted 
thus Treatiſe to prevent ſuch evils 3 
Jes little, but of much worth, being 
Tudicious,S uccintt,and Spiritual, 
B ulkte Volumn, muſt grve place, 
Its full of Apples of Gold in Pi- 
Lures of J:tver, chaice Truths in 
choice expreſſuns, Reader,would(f 
thou be a wiſe, watchful, and expe- 
rtmental Chriſtian, look ſeriouſly 
into this I reat i{e,lay the Contents 
of it cloſe to thy heart, and be ſure 
to have thy deſire, 


William Greenhill, 
Gco, Griffiths, 


A 


W arninG-Pitcs 
FOR THE 


Slumbring-V irgins, 


SW 


MATTH. 26. 4t. 


Watch and Pray, that ye enttr 
not into temptation, 


4 WAN the 37th Verſe of this 
NN =, Chapter, we find, Jeius 
W323 FD ook Peter, and the two | 
0 OY Sons of Zebedee, and be. Mat-17. + : 
gan tobe ſorrowful, &c. They that > ** | 
\-| had feen bus glory in the Mount, when 

C his 


— 


Varning- piece 


" bu Countenance ſhined as the Sun, &c, 
muſt now ſce him under a Cloud, his 
glory vailed z they beheld him 1u his 
Tryumph, and muſt ſee him in his 
trouble. *Tis Chriſts familiar way to 
be before-hand with his ſuffering Ser. 
vants, to give them ſome hearty | 
draughts of the Cup of Conſolation, 
before he put into their hands the Cup - 
of trembling ; And 'tis a ſweet heart- 
taking method, well-becoming our 
tender-hearred Phyſician,who loves to 
be preventing his poor ones with ten- 

der mercies, ſo preparing them for ſuf- 

yerſ, $8. ferings for him, by declaring his lovch- 
neſs and love to them, 
In the 40th Verſe : Chriſt finds his 

Diſciples aſleep, when he had newly 

called upon them to watch, (ſo apt are 

we to {lcep under awakening teach. 
ings) when he was heavy and ſorrow- 
ful even to the death, how heavy were 
their eyes > how heartleſs they at ſuch 
a time, even as dead men ? they can- 
= Yell, 40, 29 watch with him, or for him, when | 
his enemies were watching to take 
him, Ah poor helpleſs,Spiritleſs friends 
2M to him, who had ſo belriended them 3 


His 


for the & lum ring Virgins, 


His own Diſciples have leaſt care to 
watch, when greateſt cauſe to watch z 
now was their time 1f ever to watch, 
when he ſo awakened, and now the 
let their watch fall ;z What, not Ren 
with me one hour ? Is 1t come to this? 
No better Souldiers under ſo good a 
Captain? What, deal ſo ill with me, 
who have dealt ſo well with you ? 
Yea, not watch with me one hour, 
who have watched fo long over you 
for good ? And now the hour is come 
too? If not for me, yet for your ſelves, 
for when the Shepherd is ſmitten, the 
Sheep will be ſcattered ? But no warn- 
ing will keep them awake when the 
heart's aſleep ; He comes once, and a- 
gain, Fea the third time, and finds 
them ſleeping, (thus the fleepie evil 
grows upon us) we are uſually moſt 
ſecure, when leaſt ſafe, and heavieſt 
with ſleep, under heavieſt awakening 
providences, 


In the Texr, we bave Chriſt's faith-. 


ful Watch-word,or friendly Alarm to 


his flambring- Dilciples 3 where ob. 
ſerve, | 


B 2 1. A 


A Warning-prece 
1. A. double Duty comman- 
_ ded. 
2. A double Reaſon commen- 
ded, 

x. A double Duty commanded, 
Watch and Pray ; an excellent pre- 
ſent remedy againſt ſpiritual ſecurity 3 
A word in ſcaſon.z an happy conjun- 
| tion, a bleſſed pair joyned together 

by Chriſt himſelf, let no man put "them 
der Watching without Prayer 
will be helpleſs ; and Prayer without 
Watching wall be heartleſs ; but both 
together, "bearcful and belpful : Prayer 
without watching will never awaken 
ns. and watching without prayer will 
never awaken the Lord to watch over 
us for good ; but both together wall 
bring 11 many awakening, "quickning, 
and comforting viſits berwixt God and 
our Souls : Wacching in prayer makes 
it a good watch, and prayer 1n watch- 

ing makes all things work tor good, 
2. A double Reaſon contended. 
Leſt je enter into temptation. T he Spi= 

rit indeed, &fc. | 

i, Ye are expoſed to tempta- 


tion, 
2. Ye 


co 


for the Slumbring Virgins, 
2+. Ye are indilpoſcd to oppo= 
fition, [321.3530 

7. Yeare expoſed to temptation, if 
you do not watch and-pray,you tempt 
the Lord to lead you into:temptation, 
and leave:you there; 'you tempt the 
trempter to tempt you 3 if .you do not 
watch .and pray, he'l watclrto make 
ance of you ; And you tempt your 
ſelves,” you lie nearett to and fair: 
tor cemprations, when youre fartheft 
from, watchiui ſupplication. - x, You 
clole-with temptations, you are in the 
midſt of: them before you'be aware 
3f you watch not tg ſhut.the door a. 
gain{t them, you open: the door to 
them, there will be temptations upon 
you-within: and withour,and you will 
be withinthem 5 while you heſleepy 
and prayerleſs upon a bectofeeaſe, you 
even :lay a Cuſhion for Satan to lie 
down by you; you enter-into temp- 
tation, and temptations will enter in- 
to you. + 42. 'Temprations will encloſe 
you, you'l not know how. to get out, 
when oncein; you are in danger to 
be loft Ith.croud ; you may be eaſtly 
enſnared, bur not fo eafily enlarged ; 
C 3 tis 


mmmoom—m—ou—_—_t 
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- *is hard getting out of the Devils La« 
þyrinth, 


2. Ye are indiſpoſed to oppoſition 5 


the fleſh 1s weak, and your temptati- 
ons ſtrong 3 here obſerve, 


x. Chriſts candid Conceſſion 
the Spurit, &c. 
2. His clear Conyition 3 the 
F leſh, VC, | | 
x, His Conceiſion z the Spirit us 
willing ; your heart 15 good, though 
your hand be ſhort; there 1s ſincerity 
in you, though you want ability : 
Chriſt cannot find 1n his heart to break 
the bruiſed Reed, the broken hearts 


be owns their willingneſs with a good 


-will, though much weakneſs in them. 
It may do-one good at heart to ſee, 


how his heart was upon their hearts, 
when their heads were heavy ; how 


- {weetly his Spirit ſympathizerh with 
. their Spirits ; 'tis like hunſelf ; the Spi- 
it © willing, faith he. 


2. His Conviction; the Fleſh us 
weak ; Chriſt 1s willing to overlook 
their infirmities, but will have them 


| Took npon them 3 they muſt not in- 


gulge themſelves, for his indulgency 


LOs 


— 


for the flumbring-Virgins. 


towards them ; Here's Counſel imply- 
ed, to take care of their Spirits, that 
they may be quickned, cheriſhed, and 
ſtrengthened by his Spirit, who helps 
to will and to do of his good pleaſure; 
that to wil may be preſent with them, 
and to perform too. 

And here's Caution intimated, to 
take heed to the fleſh, to keep them 
humble, and ſenſible of their weakneſs, 
thac he might perfe& his ſtrength in 
weaknels, 

I ſhall ſum up all under this one 
word, and 'tis Chriſt's own ; 
Watch. Oh that he would own 
it, and follow it home to 'our 
hearts by his Spirit, that we ma 
own it for his bike. W 

Obſ.. *Tz an Evangelical Daty to 
Watch. i 

This is Wiſdoms own Counſel, and 
muſt be her Childrens care ; The Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, gives this word 
to his Souldiers, to awaken them to 
work out their Salvation, &'c. Now 
Souldiers upon pain of death, muſt be 


ata word of command : The watch- 


ful Shepherd of Souls calls upon his 
Sd bes 3 Shcep 


Y . = 
<, #; 
" _ 
%. 


8. 


LEY 


bp” wy prece 


—_— ſh to watch, and his Video they 


moſt hear ; How oft 1s this Hammer 
litr up, * knock ar the everlaſting 
doors of our hearts, even by the King 
of Glory himſelf? Ten times at the 
caſt, we have this word expreſſed by 
he Evanecliſts, from .Chriſts own 
ſouth : How apt are we to ſleep on 
th cars, that he muſt cry ſo hard, 
| call ſoort upon us, ſaying, Watch, 
akh, waich, &'c. How hardly are 
me arakendd ? What a dead {Jeep 1$ 
.44 Us, that there muſt be-lych a y- 
en 4Mogoing, knocking, &c ? How 
Uangerous 1S hal ſecurity ,rhatChriſt 
Y z0uld {o importunately warn us, and 
afteCtionately watch oyer us, as to this 
ſpiricual duty of watching ; chere muſk 
needs be much in it, When he. 1s {0 
much upon it Ind fare. watching 
wellzwill tend oreatly to our beſt wd. 


fare "and happineſs, ſecing our-good | 


Lord and Maſter makes ir {0 mach | 


Our bulineſs, 
, But what ts this Goſpel Qaey of 


Watching S- 
Firſt, in general ; 'ris a buſi fe work, 


and much GOCS £0 the doing of 1t in a 


Goſpel 


| 


for the ſlumbring-Virgins. 
Goſpel way : Tais one work wellun- 
deritood will find us all work enoughz 
The wor'! is borrowed from che pra- 
Ele ot Shepherds watching over their 
Fleck '9 4d 7 acob CVCr Laban: 3. 0T from 
Souldicrs upon the Guard, who keep 
ſtrict watch 5 boch theſe muſt dil- 
charze their ron with g1car d diligence 
and patience ; ſpecial care and, Colle 
ſtancy ; rhe mult endure the heart by 
day, and | cold by might ; Egg L 
experienced Souldiers do find, 

hard dury, this; much muſt be p fe 
and ſuflered upon this account, there's 
20 g1ving over this w Ry what ever 
it coſts us, our lite lies on't. _ 

. This ſprricual watch preluppoſes. an 
awakened heart out of Natural, Stupi- 
dity, and Forgaal Security, 

I. Outof natural, carn: | tupdi- 
ty 3 they cannot po! Tbl y waich, who 
were never awakencd ; Ne nacural 
aman 1s {piritua ly #\IFY and as unca- 

able of rhus ſpiritual ducy, as a man 
Pear coy is to ſee the Sui!, or a dead 
man :to hear the Thuadcr; hc maſk 
firt hear the Voice oz the IM 07 0d, 
laying, Awake thou that lleepelt,c+c. 
betore 


T0 


" before he can watch with him or for 


WF / Warning- ce 


him : alas, how can they watch,who 
have eyes and {ce not? (like the Idols 
in the Pſalm). He muſt be a ſpiritual 
man, that diſcerns ſpiritual things,that 
3s fit to be a ſpiritual Watch-man, and 
to wait 1n the ſpirit. 

2, Out of tormal ſecurity; A ſleepy 
profeſſor is ever crying, a little {leep, a 
lictle ſlumber, 6c. he cannot keep his 
heart awake 1t he might have all the 
World, nor his eyes open ; ſluggith 
{lumbring Chriſtians are in no poſture 
for watching, they are as filly Doves 
without an heart ; they have no heart 
to this heart-duty, and no heart init ; 
they are not ſpirited for this work z 
their ſpiritual ſenſes are bound up, 
they have let their watch fall,and will 


never take it up again without a ſound 


awakening, The watchmen muſtcry 
aloud in the ears and conſciences of 
ſuch, or they'l lie down to ſleep again 
and again 3; ſwooning Chriſtians can 
never watch till the Lord rub them up 
to purpoſe; they had need be living 
and lively men, that are to watch as 
for life 5 zt muſt be a raiſed ſinner, and 
ates Mn rowſed 


man muſt have his car awakened 
morning by morning, (as the Pro- 


. God has much to ſay to his awakened 


for the flumbring-Virgins, 


E ” 


rowſed Saint, that's ſer about this © I 
work. 


Secondly, More particularly,Evan- 
gelical watching implies theſe things 


following. 


I, Attention ; a ſpiritual watch- 


phct's) that he may hear what the Spi- 
rit faith ; this the Spirit calls for over 


and over, Let him that hath an ear, rev.z,&; 


hear, 8c. he muſt have an hearing and 
harkening ear too, that would hear 
the {till Voice, the whiſperings of the 
holy Spiritz he muſt have an ear to 
hear from God that keeps his watch, 
or he will have no cye to ſee him, no 
mouth to ſpeak from him or for him ; 


ones, that are upon his watch, they 
had need have their cars about them, 
yea within them; An heavy ear, and 


a {leepy heart go together ; ry whom 747.5. xo; 


ſhall we ſpeak and give warning (ſayes 
Feremy ſadly) they have uncircumct- 


fed ears, &c, and cannot hear 3 Alas, 


the ſpeakers muſt ſhut up their mouths 
there, where the people ſtop their 


Iſa. 50s 4« 


Mat. 138 | 
cars 


» $3 ht 
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"- ears 3 they are no hearers indeed, 
who have cars and hear not. And 


may we not take up that heavy com- 
plain at this day (one of the ſaddeſt 
in all the Book of God) They have 
made their hearts and ears heavy, left 


\. \ chey ſhould hear with their cars, 6+ 


Who. fo deaf as many of Gods Ser- 
vants,(cto borrow that expreſſion)much 
preaching (as great ſounds) hath made 


. many deat, that what they would not 


hear, chey caunot; And what are the 
wileſt charmings to ſuch deaf Adders? 
Well, Chriſts watchmen muſt be ſwift 
to hear;for his motzons are quick ; he's 
ſometimes, bur a word and away z a 
knock, and he has done... : ._ + 

2. Intention, A watchman muſt be 
very intent upon his.daty. 3 corporal 
watching, much more ſpiritual, ſhould 
take up our Spirits. ; . God muſt he 
much heeded,and his whole work well 
minded, even with the whole heart, 
eſpecially this work of watching ; He's 
no.Servaut for Chritt, that would ſerve 
him by halves; chere's no being: tor 
him almoſt, bur altogether, or not at 


all: 


\ 


for the flumbring-Virgins, 


all £ All our ſpiritual forces nut be © 


muſtred up,to keep this watch;we muſt 
ſtir up all our ſtrength, and all to0 lit- 
tle 1n the diſcharge of this duty ; it 
will take up'the whole man ; there' is 
no halting here, eſt evil overtake, us': 
A lame Chriſtian will never ftand to 
it, bur muſt be fitting down ever and 
anon. He had need be a man of ano- 
ther Spirit (Caleb-like ) that ,would 
follow the Lord. fully in this Spiritual 
watch. As natural things at to-the 
uttermoſt, within their Sphear 3 ſo in 
this ſupernacural work of Evangelical 
watching, we' ſhould act all we can 


13. 


=—_ 


for God, wichin the Sphear 'of our pg, , 


Spiritual activity z what ever we find x0, 


in our hands to do for him (eſpecially 
at ſo weighty and buſie a work as this) 
we ſhould do it with all our might : 
There muſt be,an holy violence and 
fervency, accompanying Goſpel vigi= 
lancy ; Spiritual force "will do well 
here, indeed we can never watch weil 
without it 3 If 1t once come to a ſpirit 
of indifferency, it will not be long, 
ere we be ſurprized by a ſpirit of fecu= 


rity : If we care not much (Galliv-' 
py My like) 


«pd* 


v 


14 .. 4 Warning-priece 
&— like) we ſhall watch bur little ; a 
| flothful ſpirit will be ſleepy, do what 
you. can, Oh what ſad {lumbrings a- 
mongſt us, fince Chriſtians have laid 
themſelves down upon beds of caſe ! 
a lazie creature is never likely to watch 
with Chriſt,or for him. He's nimble 
as a Roe, quick in his turns ; No,you 
muſt ſtir up your ſelves in Chriſts 
ſtrength, to quit your ſelves like men 

in his ſervice. 

3. Inſpeftion. Chr'its Watchmen 
mult be all Seers,and have ſeeing eyes, 
as well as hearing cars : Our Spiritual 
watch lies moſt withyn, "tis an inward 
watch eſpecially : Our eyes muſt be in 
our hearts, and upon themz Tis a 
very conſiderable watch word that, 

Tr0v.42-3 Above all keeping keep thy heart ; a 
ſtrong and ftrit guard muſt be kept 
there ; and indeed 1t the watch be not 
kept ſtrictly there, all our watching 
will be in vain 5 Twall be to little pur- 
poſe to ſet a watch before our mouths, 

3 or make a covenant with our eyes; if 

the plague of the heart be not watched 
over, it will be ever breaking forth in. 

Fer.r7, 9. to putrified foress Had we an Fake 

re 


oY re JH mormg V irpins, "IF 
dred eyes, they had need be all at 
watch here, for our hearts are deceit- 
ful above meaſure ; who can know 
them ? And he that is not faithful in 
inward watching, will never be good 
for ought, either as to outward wait- 
ing on God, or watching over others. 
How many have been looking ſo much 
abroad, that they are to ſeek at home ? 
watching the haltings of others, but 
not their own ; buſic-bodies in others 
matters, and neglecting the buſineſs of 
their own ſpirits; they are eſpying 
motes 1n the eyes of others, and lay 
up their eyes at home, or ſee not the 
beams in them, How oft does the Spi- 
rit knock at their doors, and they not 
within 2 When he comes to deal with 
their hearts, they are not to be found z 
*T'was ſaid of old,Fools will be raedling; 
that is, with others, not themſelves : 
Oh, how many ſuch fools are every 
where, whoſe eyes are in the, corners 
of the Earth, ſeldom in the corners of 
their own hearts; mioſt buſte where 
they have leaſt to do, and leaſt where 
moſt : Will not the Lord ere long 
ſearch ſuch as with Candles, who put . 
| N35 out , 


= 
a4 


ny 
© 


16. 


go 
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AIW. arning-piece 
— out theft lichrs within, that they may 


not ſee them clves > W:1] henor ſtorm 


them home, that ſcaccer their wayes 
abroad > Will not che Jude (think 
you} be at their doors, who arc all 
tor judging others,but not themlelves ? 


Well, the Lord 1s about to find che 


heavy-headed and hcarted Virgins 
work within their own doors, and to 
ſer them upon heart-watching again 
by ſome awaken! o dt iſpe1 1far1ons $ Oh, 
'tis one chie: * bufiriels 11 our firitual 
wa:ch, to try our own ſpirits z and 


m:ch communing with our ſelves will 


keep our hearts awake 3 and indecd 


ſince the-Servan's of Chriſt have 1dled 


it wichin, and neelcRed this inward 
work of hcart-ſearching they have left 


their fi {t worxs and watchines, 


4 Carcuem{pection. In th's ſpiritu- 
al watch, as we {hould have our cyes 
in our hearts, {» in our heads; as to 
look within,{o without ; As the Dove 
caſts her head abour this way and thart, 


before-ſhe take her flight ; So ould 


 Chriii's Doves look above them and a- 


bout them, yea every way, betore 


they move aiy way ; As the hear 


m att 


——_ 


, 


17 
muſt be veatched over , above all * re 
vvatchings z. fo there muſt be a vvatch 
over the mouth, ( as over Davids); 0- 


yer the cye, (as overt Fobs); yea; over © 

the who 1p an the whole life, 

As we ſhould be ever upon ourWatch- 

Tawex, tovvatch at all ritpes (being a 

yyork alwayes in ſeaſon ) fo to yvatch 

over all thingsz and co take a. view al- 

wayes,above and below,. at the right- 

hand andi the left ; thac me be not ſux- 
rizedany where, inany thingzat auy 

= 3 KG Virtuous Warden hop 

price IS above Rubies is ſaid to look Prov. 3ts 

well into.the-wayes of ber bouſhold ;, $q 104 27+ 

muſt the.Gracious Wateh-man do, be 

muſt be a Seer, an Oyer-ſcet to his - 

own howule : And as the children of 

Iſſacat are ſaid to have underſtanding x Chron; 

of the times, and to know yvhat Iſrael 12.32. 

had to do, So ſhould the generation 

of Spiritual Watchers, have anreye up- 

on gre PA's an heart to its 

an hand in it, ſerving their own Gene- ag x ,, 


ration ( a3 David did ) till they fall a- 36, 
ſleep 2 The /Spiricaall Watch-man 
ſhould have a diſcerning. into. all 
things; 3 .not-. be Eagle-ey'd oy ig 
P D ome 


oo 
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—— ſpme things; and*bhind a5 Barsin other 


Rev 
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40, 


things: butasthe four Beaſtsi'which 
were tull of eyes within, 'artd-fall of 
eyes before and bchind rooy $o ſhould 
he) tharare upon the Eord's Watch, 
be full of eyes. ,vvichin'* and<yvithout, 
Alas poor filly” creatures' thats we-be, 
vye meet with a fnare in every -crea- 
ture ; remprations* will 'be 'croudmg 
upon us in every condition,''vVeare 11 
danger on all hands, ts be defiled, or 
deceived ;' and therefore we had need 
vvatch at'every turn', and have our 


_ eyes turning, every way (as the flaming 
' ſword at the Eaſt of the Garden of E- 


dex). Asthe Lord ( who is all eye as 


P[al.139: jt were) vyzHics tis all over'; over all 


our thoughrs; afl oir vvords,'all our 


 Wvayes,&c; So ſhould vye vvatch over 
* our ſelves; ' eye all over* at all rimes $ 


our gomgs ont and comings 1n , our 
down-fitting, and upriſing z' we ſhould 
beſet our {elves with a ftrit-Watch 


behind and before. 


OT" = biz4 7, 3 Ew 
c-'5, Exeriitations There 1s much 


yyork 1n this'Warch, it 1s a very buſe 
Smploythent] fell of duty, a duty in 
Frery duty; welhould watch at every 
od " York : 


d 


nd 


( 


for the ſlumbrang Virgins, 
works a ſtothfal Servant is not fir fr 
this:ſtirring ſervice; this 1s no vyork for 


lazy-bodies ; Ic's not carried on by:fit-. 
ritig fil, -or lookingabout: us 37: Tis) 


nyelys work, and requires” a living," 
aftive; quickned' Spirit 3 Grace in the 
habit'is not ſuſhcent. (chough in the 
h:i5sheft and greateſt meaſure) to keep' 
6n foot this fpiritaal Watch, no not un 
meleaſtand/loweſt vvork of 1t-5 w hen: 


Graves not-at vvork,there's nowatch 


I kept; if hes fleeping in the ſoul;and che: 
| ſoul's aſleep too when bodily exerciſe” 
15 laid fide, and 'there's' a ceſlation 
from motion andiaction, vve find great” 
propenſity toſlumbring and; heavincls. 
'Tis evenſoinfpirnntuals;vrhen theatts 
and exerciſes of Grace are ſuſpended: 
we areeafily overtaken vvith the: ſpirit 
of {lumber. Since PioReflors haveSeon 
idle; and lived at caſe in'Z;en,. what-a 
Þ range ſpiri of formal ſecurity; and 
1 fluggiſh ſecure formality: has-:{tolen 
{ upon» them, and ftoleh away: their 
hearts' too ? **T1s' fad; very ſadito fee 
how-the Virgins are tallen afleep fined 
they have been all for eafie work; earc- 
fs ones have let: their Warch :#all ; 
208 D 2 they 
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A Warnting-prect 
they find themſelves little to do mt ſpi- 
rituals, and fleep much in ſpirit 3 arid: 
as they give over vyorking,ſo they give 
over vvatching z as they ceaſe from du- 
ty, they are ſeazed upon by fecurity- 
Conc muſt be exerciſed, and Havits 
actuated, by the help of the Spirit of 


Grace, that our ſpiritual Watch may; | 


be mannaged and maintained. Buke 


heads and hearts are moſt vvatchful ; | 


if we ſtir. up the Grace of Chriſt in 
us, it vvill tir us up to vvatch vvith 
Chriſt, and for him. As appears plain 
ly in new Converts, vvho are much 
vrrought upon, and work much; they 
are full of ſpiritual Sctruglings; Wreſt- 
lings; Bearchings! Neutidgs,Cromnings 
Sightings, &c. Oh hovv vvatchful are 
theſe nevw creatures vvhen new awake- 
aed ? Chriſt's Babes arc not-hike other 


'Babes,in this; for they ſleep lealt when 


new. born, and others moſt ; - Hoyv 


vvatchful in Prayer,and vvatching uns 


to Prayer ? Their eyes even failing 
with looking up ; - vvatchful in media» 
tion, their hearts are ever bubling-up 
like a quick ſpring ;. watchful in hear- 
ing-the good Word of God, to hear a 
"BE. EC 900d 
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{ :ood Word from God z how do they © nn 


j no'company now, hke the Compani- 
y ons of Chriſt, that hear his Voice. 


_ 


for the fumbring Virgins} 


hang about Chriſts Lips (as it vvere) 
vvith both cars,for ſome drops of ſweet 
{melling Myrrh 3 how vvatchful to 
enjoy communion vvith the Father, a= 
mongft his Children;how muck upon 
the Wing after the Doves of Chriſt ? 


Now it is far otherwiſe vyith many 
ancient Chriſtians, vvho having un- 
bent their Bow of holy Purpoſes and 
Praiſes, (vvhich at firſt ſeemed' to a- 
bide in ftreneth hke Joſephs grow re- Gen. 49 | 
miſs in Goſpel-duries, rake their hands 
off from Chriſt's Plow,and look back, 
grow looſe 1n Spirit, loſe time, ler their 
Talents lic rafting by them, and their 
Graces reſting in them ; How {udden- 
ly and ſhamefully their Watch falls, 
as cheir Work fails > The longer they 
Jive, the leſs life jn their ſpirits and fer- 
vice, and all things ate ready todie in 
them betore they die ; How heavily 
they drive, when they once give over 
oyling their Wheeles with ſpiritual 
exerciles, 


- 
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© awake, and the, more we Wo 


BO [Varning -PLece..- Fa 
Tis an high, hard,. great. Work to 


watch after a ſpiritual manner; they 
that are upon 'this Work in good .car- 
neſt, fad a orcat:deal of good Work 
to dos : Eager s much cut out to their 
haydsz T he Lard of the Vineyard 
wHl noc, ſuffer them to be id|c*,ypon 
hjs Wacch, he'l find them awakening 
Work;: There s head- Work,, 'hand- | 
Work. heart-Work. tongue. Wark: 
It; e-Work ; 3 there's Wark. within, and 

withour, at home! aud abroad, their 
OWN, and. others, ” this like and. a bet- 
tex: k. there's Work: enough to keep es 

in 
hel ſe {pir icual Exerciſes of Faith, Love, 
Ds Fc. the more watchful. we 
ove the, Ei the herter Warchipen, 


and rkmei., .,.* 
"4 therefore the. Lord: will find 
Wer Work for old 1dle þ Probl 4 


> & & X* 


brins 
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hard ts hel tabs upon ; . Y*, when ru 


'kering: Servants fall once to labour a- 
aun heartily n God's Harveſt, how 
"they l 


| 
: 
4 
1 


for the flumbring V, trois. 

the 1 {yea at it,and do moſt and belk 
at Vaſt when they lee, hovy much 
Work the; have to do in a little time, 
how they;1 I” Work and Watch, and 
Watch 1 11: 'Work ; ? 

"+06 Expettatiog. Suldiers1 upon the 
Watch, . wait in expectation excher of 
an Enemy; to approach, or; a Friend to 
' appear, that they way be ina poſture 
of oppoſition or recepcion,to reliſt their 
Enemies,and to relieve their Friends 5 
So in chis ſp Sieheal Witch, we muſt 
be daily in Js ectation of our Enc- 
mics, yyho will be upon us on a ſud- 
den ; and. if they take ws at unawares, 
;We are. an 11] raking, (as we ulc to 
'fay) wiltbco Our, great prejudice,and 
their Ws ge; AnEnemy not look- 
ed for, s befor LS with us, 
an hurt. us moſt when we. can leaſt 
; help our ſelyes; - *Tis a time he would 
\chule of all other, whenhe 1 is leaſt ex- 
' pected; 23S. knowing: he ſhall be leaſt 
reliſted.” "Our Adverſary watches our 
; lumbring' times moſt,that hemay take 
_ us _nappigs, ;and rake what he pleaſes 
- from us 5; 4 therefore we mulkeyer 


: Wakdh, in expectation o of kim, thar he 
D 


may 
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6 may never come unlooked for ; No- 


thing will mote diſhearten and difap- 


oint him. Our expeRation fruftrates 
is; Our unwearied Watchings will 


weary him out ; whereas.t 35 a fair in- 
yitation to the enyious one, to lay aſide 


OS 


our expectation of him, who likes belt 
to come unJooked for, 'and'js moſt to 
be ſuſpeCted, when he is leaſt expect- 
ed. RE he 
We muſt'be in expectation alſo of 
our beft ſpiritual Friend, who comes 


oft skipping like a Roe,and loyes ſome- 


times to take us/ on the ſuddain, 'to ſee 
how we are provided : He hath given 
Vs a Fair Warning, Paying: 'Bebpld. 1 


come like a thief (that is 


. 


Con ſecrerly,ſud- 
denly) 5s the night 3 That we may 
Ever haye him upon our hearts,'and he 


; Tay not corfic in an hokr, whey we 
"think nor of him, © Such a bleſſed 


Gye wagld not come unlooked for, 


- whoſe viſits are ſo. Gracious, his love 

fo precious; We axe like to loſe much 
- of the ſweet and comfort of holy and 
\Sappy communion with him, if we 
"wait lictle'on him and for him z He'l 
" not Larry long,, wherehe 38" nor long 


looked 


for the flumbring Virgins. | 


es 


looked for and longingly'; there he 
comes 'and goes ſuddenly,” he thinks | 
himſelf n&hing wvell or yvelcome 
there, where his company 1s not looked 
for 3 he takes it for a great negle& of 
him, when we do not expe him,and 
he will nor be long or much there, 
vvhere he js little looked for. | | 


What are the ſpecial times for a Chri«. 
ſians Spirienal Watch? 


As all Chriſtians ſhould Warch, {6 
at all cimes 3 There 1s' a time for all 
things under the Sun,” bur no time to 
loſe in ſpiritual flumber'; There's'not 
a ſpare minute for finfyl ſecurity'; A 
Chriſtian muſt never give over Work- 
ing, Warching, Warringz tis labotds 
in the. Lord muſt end with his life, 
when he dies in the Lord ;' and his 
Watch muſt nor fall, rill he fall afleap 
in Feſus. This in general, but more 


eſpecially, - _—_ 7 
x. In times of ſpiritual deſertion, 


when the Lord has withdrawn his Spl- 


rit and Grace, and ſeems to be aflee 
and filent ro us 3 Oh then *tis high 


k — 


time 


A "Warning-piece. 
—- time to.call. upon qur (elves, ſaying, A- 
wake, awake ; and to cry mighrily to 
the Lord, to awake, and kcep nor f1- 
lence, hen our Beloved 1s going, 
W- - then *ris time (as we love him and.our 
iS Souls) to ſtir up.our {trength, to take 
hold of him, and not let him go for a 
World. Does he; begin to "lenge 
| himſelf from us? Oh cry hearrily to 
Jerc14. 8. o im-in their language, Oh, thou Hope 
| of Ilrael, why ſhoaldft thay be. a ftran- 
ger, 45 4 wat ch g 1941 that tayries but 
for a. mght, &6 2 Thow art in tne 
migſt of US, h leave us not ; Wo un 
to us, when þ e thall. depart from us ! 
How many evils: will come when he 
oes away? We have all good in the 
Atl Good, and all. = without 
kim; 'T1s. loſs Uinſpeakable | £O; Wanc 
"Hun, whoſe abſence nothing in Heaven 
*or Earch can makeup: If he fay,De- 
ff from 1 me, there will be a corner of 
ell inc here, ' as it will be the. very 
'Hell in Hell hercakter, Dep, Je.cur- 
ca, Fe, [crrhay; 
. Wo and alas: unto us, for. we haye 
"fadly ſinned away his gracious pre- 
ſence as 6ycr any people « dic, by fake 
lets 
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for the lumbring Virgins; : 
kf&'{lumbring,. and carnal ſecutity g g 

How oft hath he. found us {lagging 1t 
upon Beds of caiz, when his finger has 


been pug 111 at the bole of the-dooj?We 
have made him wair,:ll his head: bath 


been fhilled W 1h dew, and his locks Cante 54 Y 


with the drgps os the, night 3-and yet 
we have. not gpcned the door to. him, 
nenher tor his. ymportunity, . nor be- 
calſc he is our friend, + Had itcheen an 
enemy .or./a {tranges had! done. thus, 
he could have-boru it. 3 but'thar his 
own familiar triends ſhould lifeup the 
heel againlk him;char ever they ſhould 
proye. lo .hard-hearted againſt fo ten- 
$65 carted{ a, Saviour z: this goes tO 

eart indegd.!.i And now our Be- 
loved, ftands.behind che Wall; as one 


highly-o fended, that wall ſcarce look 


at: thoſe that have ſhuc their eyes a= 
gainſt his Light, and. their hcarts a- 
gainſt his, Love: This gloriaus Sun 
covers, himſelf as. with, 'a- Cloud; be- 
caule we ſleey out the ſhinuigs of his 
Light, . and {lumber out ſweer breath- 
ing-times ſhametully, even 11i the tight 
FA the Sun, $..and:leaves usunder. thick 
-Pirical darkneſs (even ſuch as may 
be 
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A Warnng-prece 
and woe are covered as with's 
Cloud in his anger ; And ſhall we not 
now awake, and cry after him vvith 
open mouth, heart, eyes, faying as the 
Daughters of Jeruſalem, Whither 


Eant.6. 1, our Beloved gone, whither us he turn- 
Cant.8.1, ed afide ? Oh, return, return; make 


baſte our Beloved, and be thou like 4 
young Hart upon the Mount aims of Spi- 
ces : Oh why ſhould we be as they 
that are 'vailed, and turn afide, &c ? 
Ah,the longer he is abſent from uszthe 
worle i will be with us every day; and 
the greater diftance from him, the 
greater our unhappineſs : Oh then, as 
che two Diſciples, when-the Lord Jelps 
made as if he would: go further, con. 
{trained him, ſaying, ' Abide with us, 
for "tus towards evening, &c, So novv 
yhen he carries ſtrange to us, makes 
as if hevyould away, and carry all a- 
mh me him too We ſhould: even 
lay hands on him, and hold him by an 
humble holy force, ſaying, Abrde with 
#8, for 'tis towards eventn Ge GC. The 
day declines. RTng 4 
2, In times of ſpiritual declenſion'; 
When noble Vines prove degenerate 
| Plants; 


© forthe ſlumbring Virgins. 


Plants ; When Stars fall from Heavenz : 


When fmany begin 1n the Spirit, and 
end in the fleſh. Oh then we had 
need be upon: our ſpiritual Watch,and 
take ſpecial heed to our ſpirits ; When 


ſo way loſe firſt life and love; and 


leave their firſt Works z We had 
need have our eyes about us,yea with- 
in us, and look into our own hearts, 
leſt we be at a loſs there too, and cool 
within z When ſo many fall away. 
Let him that thinkgth be ſtands, take 
berd leſt be fall; 'Tisa time of (al- 
moſt) an univerfal conſumption un Spi- 
rituals .; never {o great decayes in 11- 
wards; Chriftians Spirits fail and fall 
ſadly 3 Stomachs gone, every where, 
co the beſt. food 3 little ſpiritual Palate 
is left inany to relliſh the ſweer ſavous 
of Chriſts precious Oyntments ; all 
ipiritual ſenles dull and heavy '; And 
fall we not now awake? Feel our own 
Pulſes; Conſult vvith ſpiritual Phy. 
ſitians, and make diligent uſe of all 
quickning and ftrengthning means of 
Grace, leſt we alſo be left under the 
lame ſpiritual Janguithings, and haye 
woful occaſion to cry out another day, 
LG f Os g 
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3. - When an hour of ſpirieual 
Tempration 1s upon us; when many are 
kd Captive by Ipirituz] Wickedneſles; 
Oh then that Counſel is moſt' ſeaſona- 


| Per.5.8- ble, Be vigilant, becatſe Jnr : Adver- 


ſary,tht Dewil,as a rodring Lion,walk-= 
eth abour, ſeeking whom he  may' de 
pour. ''Fis/not for us to ſlumber when 
Satan/Watches z nor to ſhut our eyes, 
vyheit he's rurinihe up and down 
vvith open mouth ; How eaſily may 
he make a prey of us, yvhien 'vve lie 
fleeping at his feet ? Te Devil ts come 
down vvith great raze,be will be worſt 
at laſt; avid do much aiſchief ina little 
time; and-if the enyious' one finds us 
aſleep, vvhen he is moſt awakened, 
vvatching over us for '&vil{; Whit! a 
World of *evil vvill he brit upon us ? 
Whac : havock w:ll ke--make- amoneſt 
us, yea yvithin us 2 What Tates will 
he ſow ?"'If 'Satan be ler-looſe, hevvill 
be working with all-power and policys 
and if he find us-at-a looſe*end,: Heep- 
ing idlely in che Devils Shop; "the 1'be 
very buſte with us,-and fer us awork 
to our-own woe z "We: may - expeet 4 


flood 


for the Numbrinis Plogins, 


flood'of' trong delufions,' and ſtrange | 
temptations wall be iſſuing olit +of hi 
W «d& mourh,which gapesfor us 3 if We 
lie fleeping Whus way,we fhall be; cars 
ried away 1n theſe filcby ſtreams, 'like 
dead filh. The Prince of: darki6(s* 1s 
broke otit, and ſmoke is broke out of 
the bottomleſs Pit with him ;' there's 
great | danger of being loſt'1n it, or 
choaked by it, eſpecially if we walk ag 
blind men'in a ſpiricualfleep. * - 712 
Oh' what need theii'tb "awake. (af 
ever) and to call uponthe Lyon of the 
Tribe of Jadab to awake, and reſcue 
his darlings from the mouth of this 
roaring Lyon to ariſe for his prey, to 
divide! the ſpoyl wich the mighry, and 
to ilead captivity captive ; It we le 
down to {leep now with folded arms, 


leaving the guide of our ſpirits, and he = 


leave us alone tothe miſgu1dings of our 
own deceitful hearts z how will the 
ſabtil Serpent deceive us at every turn, 
and turn us out of the way, to the 
right hand, or to theleft ; eſpecially 
now the: old experienced deceiver, 
transforms 'humſelf into an Angel of 
Ly Might, that he may drive on his Soul- 
couſening 
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cooſening trade, the more myſterjouf: 
ly and miſchieyoully, putting dark. 
neſs for light, and light for darkneſs, 
Why then, tis more then time to a. 
wake out of {leep, to ger our. ſpirits 
quickned up bythe influence of God's 
good Spirit, and to muſter up all our 
Ipiritual forces, ſpeedily and ſtremuouf- 
ly, putting 9» the whols Armonr of 
God on the right hand,and on the lefe z 
that we may be able to ſtand againſt 
the wiles of the Devil on all hands, in 
this hs day, and baving done dll to 
ank. | 
4 4. In times of great expeCtation 4 
When we look for great things from 
Heaven, when Z:on 15 11 travel for 
glorious Births, when preczons pro 
miſes are nigh accompliſhment, rhe 
Mount airs ready to drop new Wine,and 
the Hills to flow with Milk, As, the 
Spirits pourmg out like flogds, &c. A 
Spirit of Life 3'thWitnefles,and a Voice 
out of the Clouds, ſaying, Come up 
hither ; 4 Nation to be botn. at once ! 
Is it not time to cry, Awake, awake, 
the Glory of the Lord: is rifing, &'s. 
Oh fhould we not look with both 
| | eyes, 
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for the Slumbrin?'V irpins, 


eyes, and liſten with: both ears,to hear © 
vvhen atſhall be ſaid ; #ho hath heard 11a, 66.8, 


ſach a thing, who hath ſeen ſuch things? 
ſhall the\'Earth be made. to bring forth 


| 1n oxe day? Were 't© not great. pitty 


toſleep:out the awakenirigprovidences 
that:aremgon us, making way to fulfil 
ſuch © glorious promiſes ? + Is not this 
the language-ot awakened Satntszcry= 
ng, Awake, awake | put:on ſtreugth, 
thou Arm of i the Lord, #5 1h the dayes 
of Ola, '&1#1 and ſhall we now cry; 
A-lutte ſtrep; 'a- little ſlumber, ec. 
God forbidp:O now, now the Lord's 
Remembrancers muſt give bins no reſt, 
nor 'refb-day nor —_ under-a ſpirit 
of flumbur. 4:1 Fernſalem be made x 
pr aife in the Earth, andthe Reſt of 
his Feet|beglovions.//1i'7 1 7 | 
"Tis thecammon cry amongſt God's 
People ( whenthey are 1n'ſtrairs, and. 
at a-{tand) Awake,O Lord,why ſleepeſt 
thou ? | Whenas;alas, 'tis-they that are 
alleep, 8& muſt be awakened (or they'l 
be novplusd ever and- anon ) and aſ- 
ſoon as they ate awakened, they'l ſee 
ic and fay ſo; We wonder the Work 
goes on no faſter, and that the Lord 
Fo E does 
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A Warning-piece \ 16 | 
does no more for us ; whereas: "tis 4 
wonder he has wrought ſo much for 
us, or does any thing at all for our 
good , who' are: grown fo | heedleks, 
heartleſs and carelefs under Mercies. 

However his work goes on in his 
own way, whether we ſleep or wake 3 
for his heart is upon't, and he nexther 
ſlumbers nor ſleeps, but is running his 
courſe as a Giant refreſhed withWine, 
and will leave his ſlumbring Servants 
bchind, to follow him with. ſhame 
and forrow ; The eAncetit of dajes 
will keep his time; not Joſe a day, nor 
miſs a minute (however we loſe time) 
And he will give a good account one 
day what he has been doing-for his 
poor Children, when they will not be 
able to anſwer one of a thouſand fo 
their ſſlumbrings and wandrings. 

5. When the Lord looks for great 
things from us, having done great 
things for us, commanded. mighty fal- 
vations,communicated choice mercics, 
commended peculiar Goſpel-bleflings 
to us,and all by a ſtrong hand through 
wonders of Providence. Now when 
and where the Lord does much, of, 
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for the fumbring:Viegins. 


witchs very much. He may well call 
us to an- account atſuch a timey and 


math; then' and there he looks for 


lay, VVbat do you more than others ? Mar. 4, 


Special mercy may chalkenge ſingular 47- 
duty He has beer at extraofdinary 
chatge and coſt with us, and -lte ex= 
peAs miore than ordinary in our'fpirits 
and fervicess *Tis not for us to ferve 
hitiwich- chat which coſts us nought; 
whorwe have coſt him ſo'dear. 'One 
would think, the weight of fuch Qb- 
ligztions tying upowus, ſhould effectu- 
ally awaken us; to look up to Heaven, 
for ſuch a fuitable and ſealonable com. 
tturiication of his Spirit and Grace, 7 as 
__y "more clearly -inform us in'that 
highand- heavenly Leffon,' ( muſt pro- 


le us ro take tour, namely; towalk, 


worthy of the Lord iinto all pe s. 
beg fruutful in every  atate oe 
Alow ſpirit and'lazyifervieesureeatt 
unanſwrable to high 4rid:mmghy ol 
penfations, and will be maſt.ukoomlee> 
table. Shall we do leaſt for im,when 
he hath: done moſt for us > Hath'he 
warched over us, and. his eyes beenlal= 
<1 PEIED EL E . wi |  wayes 


vr forthe day) and more falty/enas --: 5 
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Deur.1r, WAYES -uparl uss; fr om-the. beginnang of 
13% ibs year unto thy end ?. Ang. ſhalbowe 
flumber. naw like flothful ſervants, as 
-.- '; # wehadneithereyestoſce, hmoworks 
.* - ing far us,nor hands to work fox, him? 
{ball living Mexcies lie dead: by; ws, 
and wei dying in the midlt of .themt, 
oftexing,ap the dead 1n-{acrifiee; tothe 
living:-God, who. bark given.,ys ous 
liyts;for 2, prey2 iMhall,we thus:requite 
tha Lord, like 9:foblefÞ prople andotite 
wif ZH ingtbe tÞ gaken a0,guy 
; we dhould, beworltrohums 
wihber hes beſt -tg us 2::; No wondtty 
it;be vichhold' his. Spirit, when we 

bus greve, tepiy and quench: it: 

- olpyrjx; ab ſeguritye3: how! cane lod 
ton other. Dur:that heſhould: be, takuig 
Dent. 32. aways bolden Candleſtick, an F 

E; 699g: When ſo many. do little 

Ox fleep by<at? .We muſkagi 
IK Bolicialwayesleeping-with the 
os ith montle : he will bg cover: 
þ x! plciled. Pays, girt abouruehs 
bendotfitle, -& 1c |: "104 
mAw.mit m0} Fei 05 $057 280 
on aagi1 4 21 36} J}c At: oh 13 BL gil 
JE 193G 23 IU Ds eel 12'79 Applic 
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"APPLICATION, + 
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-r»By .wpay of: Information, 
noone nomdoteur 11" 283 Me wo) 
-.2-Is/ ir a Goſpel-duty to watch Þ 
Then ſeerthe neceſfiy of an awakens! 
ing Miniſtry ; -inſuch a ſepy Ao AS: 
this, there was 116ver' moreinced” of 1g 
wakened and awaketling Overſeers to 
| watch over' us, to: lift up 'their vice 
| likea/Frumpet;'to cry aloud andſpare' __ .. 
not,. ſay 


Fe 


ing; Awake ! O- whatqwe(Eccler.rzy 
:poatls and naits-ro-be faſtentd 'in'onr** 

fedes, and upon our hearts, by the Ma- 

ſfter3. of the Aſſemblies from that -ove 
Shepherd ! *Tis cine for/Wiſdonyto Prov-1-20 
6ry'in the Streets, ro HILer her Varte 1% RIO 
#b+ chief places of concourſe, ſayuus uns 

to-you, O Men, 't call, &c. When 

the Virgins ſlumber thus', 'both' the 
wileand fooliſh,*ewill 'be a great mer-= 
Cy to have the Ward of the Lord, as a 

haminer at our doots,” yea as fire with- 

W135 and 'to/ feel the Sword. of the 

Spirit pricking us e6the very heart,'to 

—_ awake in/fpirit;when ſo maiy 
at&heavy with ſleep there ;- There was 

end E 3 never 


3$: CID 4M. Warmng:ptece | 
r— never more work, than now, for the 
Sons of Thunder. Ah, that. theſpirit 
of {lumber that is fallen upon this 
Generation, wwl make work enough 
for all the faithful watchmen,through- 
out- the Nation ; And me-thinks the 
ſtrong {lumbrings of ſo many Ppac 
Profeflors, ſhould exceedingly ftartle 
and awaken thoſe that watch for fouls;; 
'Tis not for them to lumber of all o- 
thers, ny at ſach a time, wheu- 
ſo many lie fleeping round about them; 


Iſa.56.12. 


dumb Dogs that cannot bark, ſleepwog, 
lying down, loving no ſlumber ; oo 
make beds of eaſe tor;bedrid ſpirits, and 
ſow Pillows to {luggards arm- holes; 
who propheſie ſmooth things , to-a 
people thar love to have it ſo, that are 
all bo ealze work, or none at all, Oh 
then- let all the watchmen of the houſe 
of Iſrael;whom the Lord hath ſer upon 
the. Watch-Tower, Watch and pray, 
and preach in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
and -g1ive the people: warning ofthis 
hour of temptation, whether they will 
heax,or whether they will forbear,rthat 
they may deliver their qwy ſouls, and 
$a my "RE 


=_—__ 


O wo, wo to theblind Watchmen, the 
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fl % the Numbring Virgins: 


ſnare of the Devil, who axe: (aſleep in 
his arms, *and) taken captive b fn 
at his will; And let all the Lord's 
People highly prize, and heartily af- 
fe&t an heart-awakening , ſearching, 
quickning Miniſtry, and welcome thac 
word moſt , which comes moſt ſtir= 
ringly home, and is moſt ſoundly ſet 
on-by the power of the Spirit, 


2. Is it a Goſpel-duty to watch ?- 


Then what a ſpecial mercy is it at this 
day to have an awakened heart. The 
Keeper of Iſrael watches very graci- 
ouſly over thoſe he keeps watchtull ; 
"Tis no common favour to be kept alive 
at ſuch a dead time ; Sure the Father 


Children, and will ſmile moſt loving- 
ly upon them, whom he cauſeth tolye 
el broad-waken, looking after him ; O 
30 I bleſſed be. his Name, thar he reſerves a 


> £f little remnant by him, waiting on him 


n, | and for him! What would become 


is F of us all, if a few were nor upon their 
tl} Watch ? would not the Lord awake 
at NI to judgment, were all aſleep about him, 
and none awaked to cry for mercy ? 
E 4 __ would 


of mexcies looks moſt ſweetly to thoſe 


39 


happily recover others” alfo from the ""® 


40 © « of PRargenigoprece  » 
would nx he.lay about topurpoſe,” 
did: not (fome-hold his hands, by:litr- 
ing up their hands and hearts to Hea-! 
ven'?- Is he not ready: to ſay; vLet ime: 
alone, that I may:conſume them 2/and' 

1s he.not- let alone-by all, but ah hand. 

ful of Wreſtling Saints that have/'got; 

within him? Would he not: be goney7 

think you , but that his' Dear Cnes 

watch him,cry-mightily after bimzand 

will not let him go? Nay, 1she .not 

g019g about totake' his Glory, Spirit, 
Grace,CGoſpel,and all awaywirh him? 

*Tis well for us' there are ſome watch-: 

ing, waiting, weeping about the Bed 

of \Solomen (loth to let him go) vali- 

ant men, eventhe Valiant of Iſrael; O 

happy Souls, ;that lie ever upon this 
Heavenly Watch ! vvho vvatch the: 

more, the. rather , becauſe ſo mar 

ſ{kumber : Ir will go well with them, 

how ill ſocver things go ; For, |. '' 

:::T, They are neareſt Meroy of all 

other; if any ſweet influences: fall 

from Heaven, they are waiting with 

Job 29:23 mouths wide open, as for the latter rain 
(as of old they waited for Fob); | If the 
Sun of Fughteoulſneſs ariſe, they are 
aa 


for the: ſlumbrangVpens. 
like to {ce him firſt ;/ if hilisbeThine,' 
their eyes areropenz7and if his love 
breath, their hearts axe' opett';; 4f gooP 
reports:come to make the b6nes fariwho 
but theywiki hear, whore" ever heath 
ning? When ever - the Lord'ſhall oper 
the door of hope they are" next hand 3 
when the day breaks,and the ſhadows 
flee away; they'l be the: blefled ſpectaz 
rors, Who watch more thari they that 
watch for the mornins';!TF: the Spirit 
be pouredforth as floods, who'l drink 
ſo deep as theſe & gaping thirſty Souls > 
When everthe King firs at Table'and 
cauſes the Spikenard to ſend forth 'a 
ſweet .ſmell;rhey muſtHictds' feel the 
{avour of kis oyntmentsz: "Who wait as 
Olive-Plants 'lround aboutthis Table, 
when evcr bleſſings 'are& handed our, 
they are within reach. Oh "is a rich 
_— to beneareſt merey, © © * 
\ They -are fitreſt-for Duty; Is 
un any work to do tor - God, his 
Cauſe, his Peaple, they-are near hand? 
waiting for it, ſaying, Wha: wile 
thouhay.1r-$to do, Lord? If a word of 
Command come; *tis welcome, they 
are upon their Watch + Jet the Lord 
$i Ss lay, 


42 A Warning-piece 
w— ſay, Come, they come ; and if he ſay 
Go, they go; their loynes are girt. It 
rhe King of glory look our, and cry, 
Who 1s on my fide ? who? they- are 
was to look out of the window to- 
wards him, ſaying, Here are we, Lord. 
They are called to his foot ( as the 
man of the Eaſt) onely waiting for a 
word from his mouth : they ſet them- 
ſelves ina poſture on purpoſe, to follow 
the Lamb whitherſoever bs goth, Yea, 
awakened hearts, whoſe eyes have ſeen 
the King in his beauty, bave an holy 
ambition to do as much,and as wel in 
their Maſters ſervice, as he ſhall give 
them power to do, of his good plea- 
ſure : Whereas the {lothfal ſervant is 
ever to ſeek both in will and power, 
when his Maſter has work for him zhe 
will cither ſlip out of the way or ſleep 
at work. If eſus Chriſt call oth? ſud- 
den, and have any haſte of work, he's 
all ungirt, and will be fo long a getting 
ready, till the buſineſs might be half 
done :} Bur the vigilant diligent ſervant 
1s at an hours warning ; he «.:he.-veſſel 
unto honour, meet for the Maſters uſe, 
and prepared for every good work, 
| - 3, They 


for the flumbring-Virgins, 43 

- 3«. They are hike to be richeſt in ex- TT 

petience z they malt needs be'men- of 

gftat obſervarion, whoſe eyes are ever 

open £0 behold the gracious and glo- 

rus goings of Gzod in Providences and 

Ordinances ; He will make moſt of his 

glory atid goodneſs to, paſs befare thoſe x,,q_ z4. 

that watch and,wait according to his 19, 22. 

appointrhent , ( as Moſes upon the 

Rack. ). They'l meet with many choiſe . 

pledges of - divine love, many drops 

of, njyerhe from Chriſts fingers , and 

Kifles:from his lips, that watch at his 

feb 5: his ſteps will drop fatneſs upon 

ſhe a3 1yenn his way,waiting for him ; 

Hee'l lay- up. much of his Heavenly 

trealure 1n holy, awakned hearts, and 

reyeal moſt.pb his ſecrets to his heark- 

figg s. hidden, ones 3 The watchful, 

faxthful Stewards will have out of their 

treaſure to bring forth, new and old ; Mat. 1. 

they'l have all maner. of pleaſanc fruits /52- 

laid up at their gates for the Beloved ; ©9773: 

they 'l be able to give the beſt account, 

what God does for their Soyls, who 

watch their own hearts beſt8: wait moſt 

tor him there 3 He will be much with 

them, whom he finds much at home, 
eh eas |; hy 
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—_ 
—— and make out much ofthimlelf toi thert ; 

Watchful*: 7/raelires wall;-be the 'befdr 

rovided :ot -hidderr Manna; they3t: 

be betorechand with all others, ini #e«© 

ſpect cfzhe-moſt' experience;'iand beft: 

intelligence irom:Heaven\. . 76114} 

4. They are: readieſt” for *the'aps: ||. 

pearaiice: of 'Chriſt. Tfhe come”, -at? Þ | 

morning; or evening , mid-day, ors 

mid-nizht , at what watch ſoever: he! 

comes, they are watching z/ yea” when 

they ileep, 'their heart 'waketh-; tliey* 

Cant. 5.2. are ready to go forth tb [7heer-The! 

 Bridegroom, ſhould he «all: ar mitds! 

Mat.25.6, nighr 3-and+ his ſalvation: will be nat 

welcome; where it, has' beenimoſt waits 

ed for 4 'What-an ha mn RATION. 

{ture was good 4 Sirzron in,” to'Y . 

Luk.2.25, meer Chriſt im the Temple; who had 

6227520. {g long waited inthe Spuirot conſol4s 

tion oF ſſra#l? how ready was he'td wes 

| _ -** Ceive thar bleſſed Child with 'open 

>.  * aris and heart too? where-was Chul 

Zake 19, more welcom, than to' little Zachem, 

334) 5- who was'got upon his Warch-Towe? || - 

(the' Sycamoyt-rree)defiring to ſee ww 

how ſweetly was'Chriſts heart 'affe& N 

ed towards this poor*waittng oy t 

OOKS 
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for the flumbring-Vixgins, >45 
b Wn re 3B . C—— 

looks up withia.loving! eye, to. fatisfe ” 
7 his longing looks; and how happy. does 
this. man think [himſelf 31 ſo-bleſled a 
a,gueſt ;, he received him joyfully, Oh | 
how. ready will the quick-{igheed Ea- _ + 2s 
gles, be. t9gacher, about him, "whoſe ©" 
2 | eyes are pver lopking towards: this: r- 
1 ſing Sun.? Bebplld I come quick ly; 1ſaxth Rev. 22: 
| hes Amen: Sayithey, Even ſo, aome 22% 
"| Lord Feſou-: Obſerve, how fweetly chat 
{ | doyely word.(-Awppa ) 115 couched tbe- 
twixtthemy'and/their -heartsgogether 
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: 1 JLerrus;givecyr-$ouls a; viſit inthe 
Naye' of rhe; $.ord,; and commmiine (c- 
cretly and ferioully 'withiowr: own 
hearts about; out Spiritnal/Warck..: | 
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Ls F1 » $3 BE \1{438FIG UE 1448 2 
yi: , Diſcovers of: Spiritual: 
f. ; $5233 113 Slumber, ; 0:23) Lit: 
TY Sits 3 iO! 929712 4 56 12 ; 
YI. x; Is:the-dordfilent to thee, 'who 
f Jath.coften uſtd.-to ſpeak-miuuchto-thy 
heavts:and.. to beſpicak it 2: Noll thou 
le | haarfeldbny from” him ?. will hefcarce 
DME” 2 wu 


.'. of Warning-piece \ 
give thee aword ? why then thou may. 
eſt be jealous of thy ſelf, that thy heart 
1s alleep -- for he will have a mouth 
_ to ſpeak; where there is an ear to liedr; 
Canſt thou riot remember the rhonths 

of old, when he gave/in-. many word; 

4n ſeaſon ? has he n6t-'bfx ſpoke to thy 

..- + heart, when man ſpoke" to thy * cat? 
*- Anddoes he now keep filerice ? Doſl 
thou only hear the voice of 4 man tivw 

and forunneſt to El: (as Sarmel did 2) 
Doſtrhou hear muchwithour; and lit 

tle or nothing within 2 Does not thiiit 

ear affeCt thine heart ? Is not the Word 


sf 


a —— 


from thy breathing : thou crieſt, and 
he will. not : anſwer thee, Ask thy 
7 ſoul ſolemnly, What's the matter ? 1s 
© his ear heavy? Is there nor a caule 
within? Is not thy»heert heavy 2? -Has 

not-he called,and rhou haſt not heard? 

Has not | he knocked, and :thatw in 
opened ?: Is 1r- not thus, .Q a. 
TM CAT Tg, >oul ? 


| 


for the Slumbrmp Virgins, 47 
Soul? Speak our, and tell the Lord TE 
how it 15 within: NE 
2, Art not thou:filent before the 

Lord, who ufedſ to cry mightily af- 

ter him ? Is not thine heart ſhit ap 

now, which thou waſt wont to pour 

forth ? thy ſighings come not before 

the Lord, asthey have done, and thy 
groanings are hid from him. Art riot 

thou a ſtranger to' thy own cloſer, 

where thou haſt much ſought him'in 

ſecret ? Surely thy heart is fallen into a 
deep {leep 5 'tis a ſad ſwooning-time 

_ thy ſluggiſh ſpirit; how haſt thou 
loſt thy heart 1n point of* love to pray- 
er, and life in it ? Oh waſt thou 
throughly awakened , thou wouldft 

not for a world give over this thriving 

Trade of ſpiritual begging:thon couldft 

not keep 1o long out of his preſence, 

who hath given thee fo many ſweet 

viſits 1n prayer : the hypocrite will nor : 
pray alwaics : and 'tis no wonder, for 79% 27:1. 

e cannot pray at all ir Gods account!: 

But thata true 1ſraelite, who has had 

power with God 1n prayer, ſhould 

ceaſe. ro pour out a prayer before him; 

this is ſtrange , and yet: not more 
DT ER. 4 ſtrange 


A Warnings fect - 


; Fg thimrrue amongft: ſlumbring 


Chriſtians, who caunot chuſe-but give 
oper, praying ,* when they give over 
watching :. The Spirit of prayer muſt 

needs be ſent py a . of ſlum. 

Gs 27 31:0) 

10.3: Ts: noe” thy Spixitual Warfare 
onlaitainad? [doft not thou wraſtle a+ 
gainſ{t\ſpiritualwickedneſs; &c 2? Dot 
abu not teel vis Law of themind war. 
wingidgainft the. Law in; thy members 
Aa: thou ihot -at odds with. thy own 
Jagarc every, day, and quaxreliing with 
#6for'bearc-fu421 Why then the heart 
3s; afleep,,uihUeth'thy laſts lie fleeping 
brſielecd theu dot :not' watch 
AyHiicſt tho dofbk not war, ' How 
Jhametully: wit thov be foiled by the 
lufts thou fizhceſt noc againſt ? Sin, wil 
ger:>head and hearc too, wwhilelt. thy 
> OR 18 atlcen <.chy buſts like fo many 
Hired will fruaroydbour thy fleepy ſoul, 


# ©. 'EFhowdoſt not reckon; with. thy ſelf a- 


-bawe thy dying to'{m, fell, G6: Alas, 
thow. deathnig thy. hearr in:t}ve: \rheal} 
time ? thom haſtigiven over thy/com- 
-plaining of the:-body of idearhs pland 
on my Juſlomomar, Ively z/and | chou 


Iive- 


for the lumbring Virgins, 49 
liveleſs : they ftrong , and thou art © 
weak * ſure they are awake, and thou 
ſlecpeft, 
4. Artnot thou ſenſible of the ſub. 
tile infinnations, and ſecret ſuggeſti- 
ons of' Satan in this bufte day of his? 
8 Doſt thou meet with none of his buf- 
Þ fetings; now he lay®& fo about him? 
| Doſt thou feel none of his fiery darts, 
- E now Hell' is broke looſe * Mayſt thou, 
! F not. be very ſuſpicious that, a ſpirit of 
1 Fl flumber' 4s upon: thee, and the evil. 
1 fpiritrocks'thee? Arr 'not thou plea 
{  fing thy {elk with ſmooth things, lying 
2 quietly upon a-pillow of carnal ſecu= 
J 
y 
[ 


"> 


', 


rity, -afd+ Satan pleaſing of thee too, 
and Toth vo diſquiet thee 2. Art thou 
caſe 1n"Z1on, (ingins a Requien to ay 
foul? why thou. mayeft fleep* on, for 

him, and take thy reſt; '*Tis not for 

his prpoe to awaken us out of falſe - 
dreams': this cunning Fowler is moſt 

buſie with awakened: ſpmits thar are LY 
{trugling from him, 'that 'would be 
ever upon the wing Chriftward'; but 
1- | be ſtirs lircle- when men lie aſleep "at 
d If bis feet, only watches over them: he 
2u | makes leaſt noſe there, -but-does moſt 
by E SY 
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A Warning-piece 
hurt. Oh the Myſtery of Iniqui 
works moſt and worſt, amonegft idle 
ſouls, that work not, watch not. _ 
5. Doſt not thou ſympathize with 
the ſuffering Servants of Jeſus Chriſt 3 
Is not thy heart affefted with the af- 
fiftions of Foſeph 2 Haſt thou little or 
no fellow-teelingrof thy Brethrens ca. 
Iamities> Canſt not bleed inthen 
wounds at thine own heart, whoſe 
blood has been ſpilt like water upon 
the ground, for the teſtimony of Je- 
{us?_ Sure, then thy ſpirit within thee 
is benummed under a ſpirit of ſecurity, 
and almoſt paſt feeling. Did not. the 
ſad cryes of the diſtreſſed Proteſtants, 
in the Valleys of Piedmont, and in 
Germany, laying, Have pity upon us, 
O our Friends, have pity upon-us, for 
the hand of the Lord hath tonched us! 
Did not. (I fay }- their doletull com- 
plaints come to thine cars, and did 
not this go to thine heart ? do not thy 
bowels ſound within thee . towards 
them who are fighing it out, Our bo- 
wels, our bowels ! doſt thou-not make 
lamentation. over them, crying, Alas, 
alas! Is it nothing to thee, there ay 
0 


for the ſlumbring Virgins, 

ſo many mourners in Zion at this day 
hanging their Harps upon the Wil- 
lows? and doft thou pur no tears i'th 
bottle for them 2? 

And farther, how ſtarids thy heart 
afteRed towards ſuch asare afflicted in 
ſpirit > Does not thy ſoul bleed within 
thee towards poot wounded ſouls,who 
are ready to bleed to death for want of 
che gt4cious preſence of the Lord of 
life ? Canſt thou not mourn in ſecret, 
for ſuch as walk niDurnfully without 
che San? Time was; when thine head 
was as water,and thy eyes as fountains 
of tears, that thou couldſt not but 
weep with thoſe that wept, and mourn 
(as the Doves of rhe valleys)with them 
that mourned : but' now thy eyes are 
dry, thy bowels ſtrait, and thy hearc 
hard. Oh what ſtrong ſtupidity is up 
on thee? if all the members ſhould ſuf= 
fer, when bur one ſuffers > how ſtupid 
and ſenſelets is that one, that ſuffers 
not when ſo many ſuffer ? I cannot 
but pity ſuck {lumbering Chriſtians, 
who' want yearning bowels of pity, 
when I confider, what ſharp medi. 
cines muſt be applyed to their inſenfi. 

<4 AU?! F 2 ble 
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a Pet, 2, 
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= ble ſupified ſpirits, 'to cut them tothe: 


quick, and ferch up their ſpiritual ſen- 
ſes, to ſympathize with Chrilt in _hus 
members, +749" the 
.6..'Is.not thy. ſoul vexed 'at the fil- 
thy | converſation. of the ungodly, 2s. 
Lats righteous. foul was? Naſt.thou 
not bear the backſlidings of Gods,own 
ople, .as a burden upon thing heart. 
bebe: the Lord ? Doſt thou..not in- 
wardly tremble . ax, .the diſhonoyrpur: 
Tt hs bh Name which hath been, pro- 
ene amonelt us,in ſo loud 4; Neua- 
ges, aSglorious in holineſs, &c2 Are, 
not the abominations, of the Times the 
very, abomination of thy ſoul ? Canſt 
thou not. mourn: 11 ſecrer,. for theopen, 
Pride, prophaneneſs, protuſcueſs of ſo. 
many: thouſands. 1n, our Iſrael at this 
day. ?: Why then,(believe:1t)thy heart; 
1s alleep as Au when the-crying ;{ius, 
of this adulterous generation do. not a- 
waken Ir, TA : | P þ 
Oh how many,who, haye appeated, 


«a Children of the day, have fells / 
, 


= 
: 


= 


now. with the nnfruunfyl works of dar 
eſs ? who once ſeemed white as ſnow, 
ard are now. as black as a coal.z,, who, 

F346 4: ORR 


for the ſlumbriny Virgins, 5 
ſore years fittee would not have touch- 
cd the garment ſpotted with the fleſh, 
have now put on the e/Ethiopran $kin 
again, ad the Leopards ſpots };) ha- 
ving once eſcaped the pollutions of the 
fleſh, and-are again entangled there- 
with, © © 

-How are the: hononrable things of 
rhe Law, and Goſpel too, become con- 
temptible in the eyes of many, who 
ſeemed to prize them above thoufands 
of Gold'or Silver > How are the pre- 
cious Pearls of Jeſus Chriſt, which are 
worth more than' a' "World, and of 
vvhich the World is not vvorthy, 
trampled under foot, as if they were 
nothing worth! O what loathing of 
Mantia,even amoneſt Iſraelites? , what 
turning of Grace into Wantonneſs ? 
Horrible things are done in our '/ſrael, 
and that in the fight-of the Sun,. ptb- 
liſhed 1n the ſtreets of Aſbk:lon, ſo that 
the daughters of the Untircumciſed tri- 
mph ' And ſhall not the daughters, 
of Zion figh and fnourn for theſe Abb- 
minations, which are more than'enow” ® 
to break ones ſleep, and heart ro0, ” 
which break 'the'Lord's own” heart: Ezek,s. 9. 

oh F 3 And 
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"© And if thou layeftthem not to heart, 
thy heart's aſleep, - 
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Direflions for Watchfulneſs. 


x. Ever ſet before thee, the All- 

ſeeing Eye of Fehovab, which is ever 

upon thee ; His Eyes, which are ten 
thouſand times brighter than the Sun, 

daily looked upon by an eye of Faith, 

will be very awakening; Think much 
Pſal.139. ww thoſe heart-ſtirring meditations, 
142434 of God's glariousPreſence,which were 
ſo much upon Davids heart; as,Gods 
encompaſſing thy path and thy. bed, 
beſerting thee behind and before, look- 

ing thee through in all places, at all 
times 3 watching over every thought 

o: thy hearr, every. ward of thy tongue 

&c. Oſay oft within thy ſelf, inchy 

goings out, and comings in, hither 

| frat 1. go from thy preſence ? &c, The 
- Keeper 0 1ſracl, who neither ſlumbers 
| nor {leeps, looks upon thee 1n all thy 
ſlumbrings, with a broad eye; thou 

art never out of his ſight, ſleeping nox 
waking : he never looks off of thee, 

How ſoundly was Facqh rouſed out of 


ſleep, 
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ſleep, upon the apprehenſion of Gods g,y, ;g a8 
dreadful preſence ; He awaked out of 17. 
fleep,and ſaid, The Lord s in thi place, 
and I knew it not, &c. Had I been a- 
ware of him, I = been awake. Seri- 
ous thoughts of approaching glory, 
will put one beſide tr fleep, _ 
ſtartle one to purpoſe ; Fear yee not me 
(ſaith the Lord) and will you not trem-' 
ble at my preſence ? Why then,'tis be. 
cauſe you have eyes and ſee not ; eares 
and hear not;Holy tremblings will pre-"Z*"- 5-21, 
vent heavy {lumbrings. Oh that our *** 
drowſie Spirits, were continually over- 
awed with the deep meditations of the 
omniſcience and omnipreſence of the | 
Father of fpirits,how Really would 
they be awakned out of carnal and 
formal ſecurity? The eyes of Gods glo- 
ry looking full upon us, will keep open 
the eyes of our heads, and hearts too 3 
viſions of God will clear up our ſpiri- ” 
tual fight, and quicken it. Well, his £ 
eyes are alwayes upon ours and his | - 
neart goes along with ours, what need 
have we of watchful eyes and hearts. 

2. Wait for the glorious miniſtra- 
tion of the Sririt,under every outward 
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56 f* forthe ſlumbreng Virgins, 
—T adminiſtration; This charge 1s;giver 
Rev.2.3. to the ſeven Churches, by hin which, 
had the ſeveri Spirits of God, walking 

in.the mid{t of the Golden Candle- 

ſticks, when he would earneſtly pro-- 

voke them to watchfulneſs,threatning, 

td come upon them as a thief, if they 

did not watch : ;Let þ1mz that hath att 

earybear what the Spirit ſaith wnto the 
Charches. This bleſfied Counſel 15 re- 
commended ſeven times, in two Chap- 

ters, to add. the greatcr weight to 1t, 

' and to' make deeper unprefſion, O et 

that ſtone with ſeven eyes,before thine 
eyes,to-awaken them and ſpjric them ; 
All the workings of th'eternal Spirit on 
our ſpirits are awakening ; whenever 
the Word comes with life,in the:power 
of the Spirit, it wil raiſe us out of ſpir1- 
tual lumbers, Indeed a lower diſpen- 
ſation will not do it : Oh how dead 
we lic at prayer, hearing, reading, &c, 
t1ll che Spirit of Life breath-upon us3 
» Kings 4+ we are little moved, when the :Spirit 
Zte moves not :. All's but as Ehſha's ſtake 
upon the Child , there: was neither 
voice nor hearing 3 but'1f the holy 
Spirit ſtretch humſelt upon us, bis cys 
 F1O2S 5/75 + ; upon 


wech, 3.9, 


for the ſlumbring Pypens, 

upon ours, ( as It were) then our. 
eyes will .be: opened ; : How -cafie a; 
ching 1s it, ito he ſleeping; and/flumber- 
ing 1n and under any Form, where 
there is no Power ; how dead we he 
by the- letter and it:by. us, withour ! 

the Spirit ?.. Oh. how: heartleſs and p7ep,i.37 

Spiritleſs' are. moſt profeſiors at this 1. 2. 

day , as the very dry bones in.the 

open valley , reſting and raſting in. 

mn onward forms, not feeling inward ; 

powet z\and. there they -may reſt till 

chey rot, and lie till they die, if the 

Spirit do nor breath upon them, as up= 

on thoſe dry bones. How many of 

Chriſt's warnefles are ſpiritually dead, 

taking up in the lettcr: without lite ? 

and 1n'this unſuitable, uncomfortable. 
| poſture will they he languiſhing un- 

der ſpiritual Lethargies and Conſum- 

ptions, till-rhe Spirit of life from God 

enter 1nto them, That'bleſled reſur- 

rectionof the ſpirits of the'Saints, out 

ofthe grave of tormality nd ſecurity, 

which'1s more to be defired a thouſand 

times than their raifing -up 1n power 

and glory Yth world, without a-plen- 

aful effuſion, and. powerful operation 

ITLNT of 
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of the holy Spirit, may not be expe&.. 
ed, cannot be effected ; It the Spirit 
of judgement and burmng fall upon 
their hearts,it will fire them out of tor- 
mality, and ſtartle them out of ſecuri.. 
ty 3 when he ſhall come down, witha 
ſound from Heaven, as with a mighty 
ruſhing wind, upon the {huggith Sp1. 
rits of the Slumbring V irgins, how wil 
they be awakned to aſtoniſhment , as Whe 
the Apoſtles were , when the Holy Ba 
Ghoſt reſted as fire upon them, 8c. e: 
3. Bediligent, frequent, and fer- Wl 
vent in ſpiritual Exerciſes,if you would Bc 
keep up your ſpiritual Watch, Con- We 
ſtant, conſcientious diſcharge of duty, Wi: 
will be a ſpecial remedy againſt cuſto.. 
mary formality, and carnal ſecurity ; 
ure Religion 1s no 1dle Trade; *twall 
d us work enough, (can we but find 
in our hearts to fall to it; aud that full 
of variety and excellency, to keep us a- 
wake and at work all our dayes. *Tis 
not for want of work that any ſtand 
idle in the Lords Vineyard, but for 
want of will to it. 'Tis a very buſie 
time with Jeſus Chriſt, his heart 1s 
upon his work ; and 'tis fo with his 
Walt- 
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for the:ſlumbring Viegins. 
-/ Iwaiting-ſervants too, for his work 1s 
 Jupon their hearts : and they that are 
| Blazie and fleepy-headed now, are like 
the Sluggard that ſleeps in harveſt, 
finding leaſt to do, where there is moſt 
work : And they areflochful ſervants 
above all other, who are moſt ſleepy, 
when they ſhould do the moſt and 
beſt ſervice. How buſie will the Devil 
be with ſuch droukie ones, and hardeſt 
at work with them, while they are at 
ealie work, to caſt them into a dead 
ſleep ? His work goes on, where ours 
ceales : How much work have we 
found Satan in theſe dayes,by negle&t- 
inz Gods worx ? fince we have left 
our firſt work , we have. left our firſk 
Watch : and we find it now work 
more than enough to keep our ſouls 
awake, Omiſlion of ſpirituall duties 
hath brought upon us an-habitual in- 
diſpoſition to duties, that we find no 
heart to them, feel little heart or heat 
in them, Since Chriſtians have ungirr 
their loyns, and ceaſed from ſpiritual 
motions and actions, their vellels are 
empty, their lamps going out , and 
themſelves laid down «o ſleep. Tere 
u 
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4ull and heavy are their ſpiritual ſenſgÞ © 


grown for want of holy exerciſes? howſ'' 
lifftleſs and liveleſs are their ſpirits? 

Oh then, 'tis high time, t Far all the $ 
faithful ſervants of ] eſus Chriſt, ſhouldÞ” 
fall afreſh upon cher Maſters workF* 
with doublediligence ; to redeem that}? 
time which Alcan away while they ſlept, F®" 
and'caft never be recalled. And indeed” 
Chriſtians, of all the men !th world," 
ſhould: not loſe time, who have the 
belt and moſt imployment, Oh then, 
out of hand, take up that oldthriyins 
trade "of the practice of Piety in all 
Goſpel-duties, from a pure principle; 
as ever you would be found watching) 
at rhe coming of your Lord, 

4. ' Converſe * much with lively 
Saints, who are miich upon their Spi- 
ritual Watch ; cheir company will be 
ver awakening, who are well awake. 

They will be knocking at theſ: 
ces of thy hear: ;teehng thy ſpiritual 
pulſe, and asking chice, it all be-well 
within ; they cannot bur be jooging 
at thy elbow, if thou keep thy hands 
in thy boſom, and he ſlumbring with 


folded arins. As -on-ſharpeneth w—_ 
= 


AY R_ « at = , Ns 


far the ſambring Virgins, GT 
F doth the'face of a man his Friend: 
FVarchful ſervants wall be-.calling off 
She {lumbering ones from- beds.of ſecu- 
airy ; they will be whetting up the 
4Þull and: lazy. ſpirits of others, who | 
yſhave a good edge upon their own, As + 
$norgſt ſlugg1ſh Chriſtians, *t4p;athous | 
Yand to one, . you'l grow {leepy too for 
| Kompany; | Sluggards will infeft one 
nother with che ſleepy Evilz they'l 
ay a Cuſhion-for you to 'fit, down by 
: hem, and take your hll of this falſe 
ph<lt: There's no ſpiritual noiſe. amongſt 
1$Þ<m, nor heayenly news; no heart- 
:Dwakening words, All's.cicher finful 
'Milence, or, ſmooth words, huſhing one 
another alleep ach their ſoft language. 
M | veleſs Chriſtians are like dying coals 
hich deaden one another, till there 
de never a _toal to warmat, Oh then, 
ifchou wouldſt haye a watchfull fpis 
it.in this {lumbring age; look after 
ommunan ,in ſpirit with the moſt 
quick, and lively-ſpirited Saints ; hea 
venly ſparks, thar are ever flying up- 
ward, as. to their proper Region ; they 
will be. warm, awakeningz-..culivening 
Feompany, ;( bring well heated by che 
fire 
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—*— fire of the Spirit ) for luke-warm, 


2 Titn. Is 
6, 


ever taking in awakening confideratt 


a 
drowfie, liveleſs Chriſtians, 
5. Be ever ſerting on work awake | 
ning Graces, by the afliſtance of the | 
Spirit of Grace. Stir up the Graces off * 
Chriſt that are moſt ſtirringzand they] « 
ſtir up-thee; quicken thee, and ſet thee | 
; 

( 

] 


on fite, as ſparks blown up, &c. 

As, 1. Lively Fanth, This 15 the 
new Creatures eye, quicker than the 
Eagles, excellent at watching. *T1s the 
ſpiritual mans Seer, and the overſeer 
of his watchings and workings ; If thi 
active grace be at work, it will ke 
the heart awake' : The Watch cannot 
fall down; whileſt Faith 1s' up. It's 
very bufie grace,w®* will keep us from 
ſleeping, if it ſleep not; Faith will be | 
daily improving awakening Proyidetv ' 
ces, quickening Ordinances, melring] | 
Mercies, ſearching Tryals ;'It will b 


ons of the Majeſty of the Creator, the 
Mutability of the Creature, of Morta 
lity, Ecernity, &c, It will be pre 
ſenting awakening manifeſtations 0 
the unconcejveable love of God, the 
incomparable lovelineſs of Chriſt, g 
a 


for the ſlumbring Virgine, _ 63 
| 2dmirable beauty of Holineſs, the un- EY 
ſpeakable bleſſedneſs of Heaven ; It will 
6.4 be looking out at the eye, to ſee the 
j King 11 his beauty, liſtening ar the ear, 
off to hear that voice, which his compani- 
j ons hear, waiting at heart to —_ 
his Spirit there-: Faith is all life, full of 
Spirit, a quick Spring,which will fer all 
on motion 3 *Twill fet the whole man 
on work, and aCtuate every habit of 
grace ; Irs operations are full of cffica- 
cy and variety ; upward, inward, out= 
ward, it hasa large ſphear of aQtivity 3 
Oh could we live the life of Faith ar a 
x higher rate, how lively ſhould we bez 
of how watchful 2 
nfl - 2+ Warm Love; It's all heart and 
4 heat, there's a flame in it, which will 
nl enliven and awaken the moſt drowhe 
and heavy heartz There's much life 1n 
bel love, much action in this affection y it's 
till activity will keep thee from ſecurity : 
he} Love is good at wathching, it wall fit : 
2-0 Up long for the Beloved ; it cannotreſt ndpded So 
till he reſt in his love upon 1t $3 Ic Pla 1, 127, 
would-nor {leep ( with 1ts,good wall ) z; 
till it may lie-in his boſom, and there 
it may re{t ſafely and ſweetly, when 
he 
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_ -hegives hisBeloved ſleep. | Love wilt 
wait and watch long, endure much ; 
hard duty 1s cafie to 1t, as Facob's ſer. 
vice for Rgcbel :: Love lyes with eyes, 
and heart: open too, as loth to ſhut 
ont Chriſt areither. Ic wilt wait long 
and: Jangingly, tor a look'of his eye, a 
kifle from his: mouth; 'the' breathing} | 
of his love* + An heart touche with |. 
Chriſts love,cannor reſt (asthe needle 
touched with. the Load-ſtone ) but 
when and where ic ſhould. ' Love has 
a fingle eye, and willwacch well ; *ris 
clear, and quick'as the Doves z- twill 
Cant. 4.9. {py out its Beloved, aid. pierce his 
heart, Clu! 77 vol 
Oh could we but lovemaeh,'we 
ſhould watch 'muckh 5 and::wait- to 
meet our Beloved art every:twrn; 1n his 
Garden, in his Banqueting-houſe, in 
his Vineyard, to give up our loves to 
him ; Earneſt love will be early 8& late 
at work, and watch for Jefus Chriſt. - 
* \'*. -2, Holy Fear. It will keep. {tri 
watch and firong guard, for fear of 
- ſarprifal : It is: a wary. and” watchtut 
grace, and cannot enqure'to be take 
at unawares.  Ir's ever attended with 
a 
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forthe ſlumbring Virgins, 
a godly.jealoufie, which will marvel- * 
louſy prevent ' carnal ſecurity. - In. 
deed, they that have not thus fear-of 
God.hefore their eyes, and upon their 
hearts, they'l cloze their eyzes, ſtop 
their ears, harden their hearts; and 
grow careleſs and ſecure , as the mgn 

of Laiſh,cyen till feartulneſs and trem< 
bling come upon them ; and they (of 

all others) are 1n greateſt danger of the 
fear and the ſnare, who fear leaſt ;, the 
deepeſt tearleſs ſecurity, will bring on 

the heavieſt fearful calamity, Oh then 

let all the ſervants of the Lord watch 
over their own hearts,leſt they forſake 

the fear of the Almighty, and he leave 
them to a common, careleſs,fearleſs ſp1- 

rit, and. they be inſenfibly overtaken 

s [with ſpiritual ſecurity : Oh Santhfie Ifa.8, 22, 
the Lord of hoſts kimſelf,let him be your 73+ 
fear, let him be your dread, that you may 

6 Wneither fear their fear nor be afraid. 

. Andindeed;the more fully thine heart 

$ poſſeſſed with a filial, reverennal 

Wear of that glorious and feariul Name, 

The Lord thy God, the leſs wilt thou be Deur, 28; 
11 {dſquiered with falſe heart-rormenring 58+ 

þ Wcars and Cares; Bleſſed 3s he that 

"7 — feareth 
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A#.16.25 Might (as Paul and S:las); Wheres 
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— feareth alwayes 3 he will be alwayes . 
upon his Warch, to the preventing of | - 
much fin and forrow, ſlumbring and} * 
wandring, ſenſuality and fecurity. 

4. Heavenly Foy 5 "Tis very coli 

vening and heatt--awakening ;z Like 


weetly,cauſing the lips of thoſe that art 
Sow + li —_ Where the ſpirit can 
rejoyce comfortably 1n the Lotd;there 
his work will go on merrily ; his 
Watch will be kept chearfully 5 fuch 
a ſoul can ſing-in the wayes of the 
Lord;and upon his watch even at mid. 


an heavy heart drives heavily in all 
its watchings and workings. It's ſoon 
out of heart, and cryes, What a weari- 
neſs? and, Why ſhould I wait onthi 
Lord any longer ? Every Command' 
grievous, to one that 15 grieved in {pt- 
ritz and every word and work(thous| 
eafie) ſeems a burden to one that i$4 
burden. to himſelf: Now Spiritual 
Joy,is like aqua celefiis, it will recover 
a languiſhing, ſwooning ſpititc, Thi 
rctined wine, drunk out of the cap ll, 
lalyatzon, is fall of quickning pun 
an 


for the ſlumbiino-Virgine) 61 
and will make a Chriſtian hearryy 
ſpiritful and watchful : They that ſuck 
and are ſatisfied with the breaſts of 
conſolation , as they are caſt into a ' 
ſweet and found fleep 'in the arms of 
Chriſt, fo they will caſt off ſinful,ſlug- 

6, Let watching and Prayer go 
hand in hand 3 and they will lend a 
helping hand to one another ; rhey 
are lively, lovely companions joyned 
together by Chriſts own hand, and 
would be linked together as with a 
chaifn of gold in eyeryChriftians heart. 
Watching and prayer are mutually 
helpful and ſoccelieful. 
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Firſt, Watchfulneſs belps to life up; 


A 

Ve and keep "7 Prayer, as Aaron 
« and Hur held ap the bands of 
f Moſes, Exod: x7. 12, 

r 1.1t belps us to opportumies of Prayer. 


JA lumbering ſpirit loſes many ſedfons 
ro of Prayer, ſleeps out ſweet breathing- - 
yp times of ſupplication., Where thete 1s 
** f Gep ſpiritual ſleep, there's deep filence, 


5: dumb ſpiric js there. The Sluggard 
- | \ MS. jo 
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68 ET Wh Waxumge-prece, + 
EE ;j; folding his hands. to, reſt, when he 
ſhould be lifting, up his heart ,with 
his hands unto God in the-Heayens : |, 
Tf we. watch not, Satan will make a If 

. prey, of our praying times; the World 

will be ſtealing. away . our time and 

Hearts too ; Our praying times are pre. 

cious times,;.our enemies enyy; them 
and, of all times, ; will be interpoling, 
when we, are. any thing diſpoſed this 
way ; they 'l loſe no time,: to make us 
loſe our beſt times 3 and 3f they, can 

but take us off the duty of the day 

they .get the day. Now a watch 

Spirit will keep, time with God, (18 
2. whoſe hands al our time is ) who ever 
ſays Nay ; Ir thinks much to loſe one 
meeting with him, he muſt not: be put 
oft, whatever is put by. Vigilancy helps 

much, as to conſtancy and. frequenc 
in praycr; an, awakened. heart wil 
P/al. 55. cry with David, morning, cyening,and 
I7. at noon; Ir will prevent the dawning 
Plal.129; of the Morning and'the Night watch o 
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147,148, Such a Soul, only, can continue 1 h 
prayer, and-pray continually, that i x 
continually upon its Watch, fe 
:... Beſides ,,.as watchfulnels , helps. t 
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out the fitteſt 5 when we are' moſh at. 
ſcafure tor Heaven; in the beſt poſture 
| for prayer.” As Jeſus Chriſt was much 
at faſting and prayer (and beſt at it) ſo 
LY he watched ſeaſons . and ſecrecy for 
prayer; Hee's early at it, and ſolitary; 


»  And'as hecounſels us to pray daily, fo Mark 1.25 


$I be cautions us to pray duly, folemnly, 


$ and ſecretly . But thou, when thou pray- Mat. 6. 6: 


SE eff, eter into thy cloſet, . and when thou 
of baſf (Ft thy door, pray to thy Father 
20 which [eetÞ i ſecret,” &c. We ſhould 
1 have nothmg'clſe to.dv; when we have 
to dowith God in Prayer. .”Tis work 

x} ciiough qlone 3 and he loves to haye us 
muck a8ntar this work; A man that 

is wiſe 57 his Soul, will xy atch a find- 
ins this; in all his ſcekings ; and ſpeak; 
moſtro'the Lord, when there's moſt 
koges he will Bethe "wrch, an he 
ans: TE 
Now a ſleepy heart 1s for any time, 
ovine; "ffs -ape-1of pur God" off 
nf witte theleaſt and/laft ;- when it's Spi= 
 ritts law? firengrh fpent , affections 
earthly z when all out of frame, no 
helpat/jt, no'hart to it, no time for 


| . » {367 Lia diogd! CS 5 a 
find out time for prayer ; fo," to choaſp; 
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— jc; He neither looks for Gods Spirit 


Jeb.3218, freſhed ( as Ehbs did) when, the 
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in prayer, norat hisown; And thus 
the Locd of all muſt be ſerved with any 
thing, or nothing by a ſloathful fer- 
vant : whereas a vigilant ſoul watches 
Golden-Goſpel-ſeaſons, when it may 
offer up incenſe in Golden Cenfers, 
When the heart's full (as the Clouds ) 
then to be poyring it oytz, when tis 
as a bottle of new Wine; wantwg 
vent ; then to ſpeak that it may. be.res 


Spirit moves, when the heart 1s fixed, 
when the afteRions are warm, when 
moſt retired and inward,  Thels are 
the heavenly breathing-times with, the 
awakened Virgins, — this, holy-ex- 
erciſe, Theſe are the liying lively 
Saints holy-dayesfor pure Spiritual re 
creation; theſe axe,their extraordinary 
cimes on earth, upon. which they pxay 
down more than ordinary  bleliugy 
mn Finelfalerſchetgsmtedmparh 
2. Watchfulne[s Betps a to. 1 
wity in prayer. A warchful <ul a gpof 
at holding out with God, fits ypwirh 
him and for him, als 
_ Jr wall not keep Gilenges W 
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for the Slumbring Virgins, ”T 
5s filent'; It can take no reſt, and will ""® 
give the Lord no reſt, till he heap in 
Heaven and ſpeak to its heart; Take 
an awakened heart upon deep convicti- 
on, and how mightily will 1t cry unto 
the Lord, ſaying, Awake, awake, hear | 
me ſpeedily ; and, How long Lord ! ({a'-4o.t, 
'Tis 1n great haſte now, for an anfrrer 
from Heaven ; and the more haſte the 
betrer ſpeed in this ſenſe, Now it calt= 7,,, c,145 
not but wait in waiting, pray with a 17. Gr. 
prayer ; cry all the day : While its 
watch 15 up its foul is lifted up, that 
God would rejoyce the ſoul of his ſer- 
vant: Irs hard at work within at this pſ.86.3,4; 
heart-duty. 

- Now a flumbring fpirit has foon : 
done;ſhorteſt prayers arefweerteſt to it, -"j 
Te carts not for awakening the Lord, = 
Ieft he'ſhopld awaken it ; It would be -.-7- - 
kt alone, and therefore *rwill let him _ » 4: 
alone; It likes well to give the Lord | 
reſt and itſelf too : A ſleepy heart can- - 
not /ift up the bands that bang dawn, Mb. ia: 
and the freble knees. *Tis the awakened *** 
fonl which ſtretcheth forch the hand 
towards God, whoſe eyes fail with 
looking up; that wreſtles with him 
| G4 a 
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let him go without 'a bleſſing. Now 


Luke 13. that cry unto him day and 1ght. * Itell 


.. A Warning-pitcs\\ xx\ 
n—_—— for lf, ( Facob-like ) and wHlnot \ 


imporrunity doth much vvith.God in. 
prayer 3 Will ot God avenge hw Elett, 


thers hcart, coming from his bolome ) 


6&3) WD, Rory, ww 
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be will. Speedily;, afloon as may; be: 
Feryent. prayer , though long -at- it,: 
loſes no time; lite and length an,this] 
duty vvill carry itat laſt : It vvilt not. 
be put oft, not avvay tll 1t has got an; 
alms : it has got the skill on't, and wvall; 
not; leave knocking, till the\.dogr' be\ 
...opened ; Ir vyill have its vvall of God, 
( as one may ſay ) becauſe it, yyould; 
have nothing -but.. yvhat God,, vill. 
What a. great vvord. yvas thagt}from, 
Chriſt ro. great faith and fervengy in 
prayer : Be it unto thee, as. thou walt « 
She could vyiſh no more,and ſhe.nwſk 
hayenodeſs.-. . :;_ ... ir -7 -.....4th 
3-Watbfulneſs helps to idoneity in prayq 
3 er-Awakened hearts are readleſt to cry Jai 
..: to the Lord, and to, heap him. ſpeak; 
?Its an inſtrument. in tune 'to, pray; fi 
with ; ſuch an heart God himſelf has I 

prepared for himſelf, and he will Rule 
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for the Slumbring YVanpins, 7" 
his/ear to hear, and prepare of his OE 
goodneſs fort too 5 A Chriſtian upon 
his ſpiritual-watch may ſay, My hear: * Jal, 1G. 
1 ready, O God, my heart 1s ready, Tis FT 
arr excellent frame of ſpirit for any ſpi= 
Tritual duty, lar any time, 

» A ſlumbering ſpirit is moſt unfit for 
holy ſtrivings and - ſtruglings with 
God 3 none more indifpoſed to this 
PWurring duty, or lels aftected at at ; 
When the beart is afleep,prayer 1s but a 
(prnmnetys phanhe works thenznot faithg 
there's only;a.lound of words,uo found 
words; 'AlVs but as ſounding braſs, or 
a atinkling Cymbal; it makes no mu- 
I Blick in Godscar : All's roſeck 1n ſuch' 
. [Þ beart;:taith;;defires, hope, &c, ut's © / 
0, Fever at a lofle :- All's head in 2 man- "_ 
wx Fner here, :there's-no'breathing-almoſt ; 
it 


O whata diſtempered,diftracted ſpirit 
5 1n. prayer, where no watch 1s kept 2 
. Iwhat averſions from 1t,what:crverfions 
79 [1it? How will che heart.-wander up 
and down, and give us the {lip, it not . 
S + watched 2 What ſtrange WINGraWe 
y, Þngs and miſgivings of ſpirit, when we 
as Ifiraw nighgo.give up our hearts to the ;, - | 14) 
iſe YLoxd 2. what a croud of confuſed 


— 
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A Warning-piece 
thoughts in a ſleepy heart ? weak and' 
low graces are ſoon loſt in it : *Tis ſuch 
a through-fare for Satans ſuggeſtions, 
that Chriſt bas little or no room there: 
Now a watchful ſpirit will befure to 
ſhut the door againſt all theſe, that 
Chriſt may have all to himſelf, the 
heart muſt be kept as a cloſer for him 
and the Soul to meet in, 
4+ In point of Receptivity; watch- 
fulneſs puts a ſoul into a capacity to 
take in much from God by prayerz 
as to be much ar it, and to do much in 
it, ſo to get much by it ; God will be 
ever giving to that Soul, that gives 
{clf unto prayer. A man” thar is all 
prayer (to allude to the'exprefſion in 
the original )whoſe heart is kf upon it, 
as Davids, muſt needs be a. getting 
growing man , he drives ſo thriving 
a trade thoroughly: Now there's none 
better at it, then awakened hearts,and 
{o none fitter to wait, 
: I, For ſupply and ſupport 1n prayer ; 
Cr {upplications cannot be carri- 
c 


Jeſus Chriſt,which Pay! reckoned fo 
comfortably on ; thele ſweet ſpices will 
not 
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for the ſlumbring-Vivgins; 
not flow without the breathings of the 
holy Ghoſt; It's well kuown to an 
awakened Soul, that we cannot think a 
good thought of our ſelves ; *Tis only 
Gods good Spirit, that can teach us 
to indite good matter ; his quicknings Pſal.a 5.1. 
make our $pirits as a-living Spring, ta * __ 
bubble up and boyl over in fervent 
prayer z when he touches the lips with 
a living coale (as one of the Seraphims Y- 6+ 6+ 
did the Prophet Iſaiah )+ then our 
tougnes will be like the pens of a read) 
writer, An experienced Chriſtan,when 
awake, feels at his heart ; he cannot 
belp up himſelf 1n prayer, and there= 
fore he waits for the Spirit to help his 
infirmities;he knows not how to turn 
tis hand or heart to the work, without 
an. helping hand from Heaven at every 
turn; and therefore he waits and 
weeps for the Spirit to help him ont, 
with ſighs. ad. groans thati cannot be 
#ttered -: : and though he have no 
{trength gi higown, yet he-has power 
with God; having power from God, 
2, For ſucceſs and ſatisfattion after 
Prayer. He that watchesuatoprayer 
and in it, will wait for thexerurn of 
Pray. 
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” prayer, day after day, as Noah did for 


che Dove, till it returned! with an O-' 
hve leaf ins its mouth : when he has 


| fomen in tears, 'he waits for the preci= 
_ __ eusfrunts of a ſpiritual harveſt, till he 
"| reap 1n joy : he looks long and longing- 
ty after his prayers and tears, with an 


openieycand heart ; hee's ever and a- 
non hearkening what the Lord wall 


2-> -"-,ay; after all his ſpeaking to him, and 


C eY \ 


| They makzino'noiſe in Heavenz-and 
HEIEEY: : there 


_ pleadrag withvhim by a fpirit of ſup- 
plication phe'muſt hear and feel at his 
heart;that\God/hears in heaven : wherr 


behas-done praying, hisfarth is as bu- 
fie 'with/Gad- at his'promiles,. as the 
Bee at flowers,zand will not have done, 
till prayer conies home laden- with ho-! 
ney. Thus poor beggars,that have the 
Skill ob waiting in prayer;and afcet- it, 
get a-good living by it; 'tis"a good 
{tock,rthacbrings in'greatſtore of new 
and old. . Now a {lothful-{pirit has-no 
heart at: all, to look aftet his-prayers; 
that ha-noheart'in then; they'die inf 
the birch, and are ſtill-bornzhow! cat 
he. expect Gbd'thould hear thoſe pra- 
yers;; widrhe- ſcarce hears him elf/a 
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for the flumbring-Fivgins, 75 
there can be no. good newes of them ons 
earth ; they'l find Gods;ear heavy, 
who find their hearts ſo $; whereas a 
watchful -heart may reckon much of, 

"tlie incomes of prayers, and: ſhall have: 

"Þ a good account of them one day, | 

| | Secondly; Prayer belps to.keep up our yl 

| Watch ;, it cannot fall down,while- 

| Prayer tu up with-faith and fer- 

Venc). - 


x, It helps up a Chriſtians Watch, 
and keeps it up,as it brings in the. 
Keeper of 1ſrael, who neither {lumbers; 
nor ſleeps, to , help us to watch. The 
prayer offaith crys loud in his cars,and: 
awakens him, to awaken: us; it fol- 
lowes him (as for lite) to. quicken up 
our ſpirits to, this ſpiritual Watch 5 Ic 
has power with God, and fetches po-. ; 
wer from him, to ſtrengthen weak 1/4-49-31» 
hands and feeble knees, .in this holy 
duty. Prayer upon the wings of faith, 
will fetch. down Eagles wings in a + 
promiſ?2,to mount up within this high 
and heavenlyexerciſc,of waiting on the 
Lord, and watching for him ;Warch= 


ws 
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C— ing is hard work, nd long duty ; and' 
alas, we are ſoon tyred out in any 
thing of ſpiritual duty z eſpecially if 
any thing of difficulty in it, we are 
ready atevery turn to lie down to reſt. 
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es Þ Now lively prayer ſtirres up the 
_ Lord to ſtirre us up ; It will ſet him a 
EY work at our hearts 3 and his heart- 


workings are heart-awazkenings ;while 
we are knocking at the gates of Hea- 
ven,and jogging (as ir were)of Chriſts 
a @Clbow;by ſtirring and itrong cryes;his 
Spirit will be knocking at the doot of 
our hearts 3 and jogging our ſpirits,to 
keep them a wake: Let apoor heart 
FS but cry in the Ears of the Lord, and it 
ſhall hear a voyce from heaven behind 
It, yea within it, ſaying, Arife my 
Love and come away, &c. 

Pſal. 121, 2+ Prayer helps in watching, as 1t 
engages the Lord to watch over our 
watchings , without whom all our 
watchings wonld be in vain ; he keeps 
a tri watch over his waiting ſervants 
day and night,for he neither ſlumbers 
nor ſleeps. Alas, we cannot keep our 
ſouls alive, nor our heart awake ; but 
prayer takesthe Lord into the Watch- 


tower 


\ 


for the flumbring-Virgins] 79 
tower with us,and he ſets a guard up. —z 
on our hearts,a watch before our lips, 
8c. Hee's a tower of ſalvation to 4 
people, and keeps them as in a garri- 
ſon by his own power, while they are ;per; r.5; 
upon. his Watch, and at his Work, | 
The Watch mult needs be ſafely and 
ſweetly kept, where Jeſus Chriſt is 
Captain of the Guard ; we ſhould be 


certainly ſurprized even upon our ſpi- 


* | ritual Watch by «hoſe ſpiritual wick- 

d edneſſes in high places, who are too 

c | high and too many tor us. Were we ; 

; | nor ſer upon the Rock thar is higher F/ak61.23 
« | then we, that 1 higher then they, the 

t Rock Chriſt : we ſhould be taken as 

4 | =aked men, even atour arms, did not 

p the Captain of our Salvation watch 


with us, and over us. Now Chriſts 
waiting-ſervants are ever calling him 

mn by the prayer ef Faith, to keep up 

their Watch for them, by watching o« 1am, 23. 
yer them 3 their effectual prayers lay 7+ Ap 
Rrong hands upon him, to keep him 7 
with them, as the Keeper of their 

4 hcads and hearts for ever. 

of] 3- Prayer helps a Chriſtian to 

- Watch, as i brings himin to commune 

cr with 
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|... , "Who ts of ;purer eyes then to behold ung 
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= with God, who is glorious in holineſs, 
fearful in praiſes,doing wonders. When 
a poorfilly, ſinful Wretchy comes to 
preſent, himſelf before the: Holy One, 


quity. How wall the ſerious-thoughts 
'of the tranſcendent Majeſty, and x& 
{plendent purity of Fehowah awaket 
him 2 .will not þ#s excellency makg it 
afraid, and his dread fall upon tum t, 
When eAbraham drew near to comsſſc, 
mune with che Lord, what awakentdſlj, 
oſture 'does he appear m ? BebeldIc 
(ayes he) I have taken ypon me to ſpeakſh; 
ts the Lird, who am but duſt and aſhers 
Oh let not the Lord be angry,%.When 
a Child of God finds.11 his heartto 
plead with his Father in Heayen, he 
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pear before.the Lord, or bow my (elf | to 
the mighty God of Jacob? Awake, O 
. my ſoul, awake,and ofter not the dead, 
the lame,and the fick,infacrifice to the 
living God: Hee's a great King, and | 
his Name is dreadful-: And'as a gract-' 
ous ſpirit. communes,-! wth . 1ts own, fic. 
kcart,betore 1c commune-with him that, 
| trycs 


\ 
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for the ſlumbring Virgins, 
tryes the heart; ſo the Lord com- 
munes with it in 8 after prayer : now 
the voyce of the Lord 1s a glorious 
| voyce, which ſhakes the Cedars ; and 
© will it not then ſhake a bruiſed reed, 
T and make it tremble at his Word? A 
"K broken heart that can ſpeak its mind 
W freely; and feelingly to the Lord, and 
hears him ſpeaking home to his heart, 
muſt needs be cffeQually awakened 
ſuch heavenly intercourſe maintained 
by a ſpirit of prayer, will keep up a 
Chriſtians ſpitit in a watchful frame, 
111 it go up to God that gave it. 

4. Prayer helps exceedingly at this 
eart=watch , as it is maryelloufly 
cart-affeing:iIn ferverit prayer,how 
does the ſoftned heart melc in godly 
orrow, (as ſnow befote the Sun, or 
wax by the fire ?) mourning over the 


hirſting ſoul pant and breathe, and 
bn Þreak with longings after the living 
od, as a thirſty land ? how are the 
teCtions carried up towards heaven, 
a pure flame of Divine life and loye, 
ending as pillars of perfumed ſmoke? 
And will not ſuch unconceiveable 
_ 5 > _7 


ord and after him > how does the 
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Soul-ftirrings and ſtrugglings as thefe 
awaken the heart?Sure there 1s amigh- 
ty ſpirit of ativity gocs forth 1nthis 
© aints=exerc:{c,when performed 1n the 
power of the holy Spirit, which will 
pievent heart-benumming ſecurity 
when a man of God wraſtles with the 
Almighty in his might as a Gyant re- 
freſhed with Wine 5 what heart-rai. 
ſing and rowſing. work muſt there 
needs be (think ye) ? 'Tis too buſie a 
time this, to {feep in, when an 1mmor- 
tal ſoul is working, as for life, with the 
ever-living God, about the things of 
Ecernit y. cs 


< | 4 double ground inthe Text, 
why we [ould aouble our 
duty in watching and 


praying, 


Firſt, Becauſe we are expoſed to 
temptation, 1f.we do not Watch 

and Pray ; For, 
>T, We provoke the Lord to tempt 
ws, -vyhile yve tempt him by neglect of 
tele Goſpel-Durics, of his. ovyn .ap- 
pointment 3 as, - I. To 


for the ſlumbring Virgins, 

T, Tolead us into temptation,when 

we will not follow the leading and 
guidance of his Holy Spirit and Word 7 -*- 
"Tis that which Jeſus Chriſt, in ten= 
derneſs -to our weak, wandering ſpi- 
rits, would have daily upon our hearts 
in prayer, to beſeech our Father, not vo 
lead us into temptation. 

+ Tis true, as the Spirit of Truth te- 
ſtihies, that God cannot be tempted to 
evil, neither tempteth be any man. He 
is infinitely holy and righteous, and 
cannot tempt any to fin and unrigh- 
teouſneſs. He is the chief good, and 
cannot lead any into any evil remp= 
tation, or temptation to evil, And he 
is unchangeably and eternally holy, 
and cannot poflibly be tempred to un- 
holineſs : the juſt Lord will, can do, 
nothing that 1s unjuſt, no 1niquity. | 

Yer the Lord may be ſaid in his own 
ſenſe, to lead us into temptation, - for 
himſelf hath ſaid it, As, 

1. By way of Probation. When he 
tryes us hike gold rth fire, as he did 
Job, When he leads us 1nto the Wil 
derneſs, to prove us, as he did 1ſraetiof 
old ; when we fall into the hands of 

H 2 Gods 
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— God, as David and his Servants did. 
And though we are to account it all joy 
Fam. 1.2, when we fall into manifold temptations ; 
for as the temptations and ſufferings of 
Chriſt abound in #4, fo 0ur conſolatious 
z Cor:1,.5, alſo will abound by Chriſt ; 'tis his pe- 
culiar method (with which his fecret 
ones are well acquainted ) to bring 
good out of evil, and ſweet out of bit- 
ter 3 yet it is upon the account of his 
ſympathy with us in ſufferings, and' 
Andlifying them to us, by keeping u 
the ſpiritual exerciſe of watching Tn, 
prayer, while we are exerciſed there 
with ; otherwiſe, as afflictions are ne- 
- ver joyous in themſelves, fo they will 
be ever grievous to thofe, who have 
erieved the holy Spirit, by laying afide 
their ſpiritual watchfulneſs and pray- 
er. Thoſe ſufferings muſt needs be full 
of vexation and perplexity, which find 
ms under preſumption and fecurity 3F 
Fs -. - 
 Firft, What bitterneſs will it be to 
the ſoul, when awakened in a day of F 
adverſity, that it {lept and {lambered F) 
out its dayes of proiperiry 5 that. which 
"was' then a bed of caſe to the _ 
b:  _W] | 


pen 
oy 


for the /lumbring V Irpens. 
will be now a bed of thorns to the ſpi- 
rit, There cannot chuſe but be much 
heart-aking, under heart-awakening 
tryals, to all ſlumbring Virgins; and 
that 1s the pain of all pains, rhe ſharp= 
eſt ſting in ſufferings 3 ſad thoughts 
of ſinful ſlumberings will break ones 
fleep ; falſe reſts will fearfully diſquiet 
us, when we find them out, or they 
| us in the day of calamity. Affliction 
will be a root of bitterneſs bearing gall 
and worm-wood at ſuch a time; Oh 


what a heavy burthen has the careleſs 


| 

; Bncgledt of watching and praying been, 
| to ſome {lumbring Chriſtians 1n our 
» (dayes, who havelived at eaſe 1n Zion, 
» [while ſhe has been in pain traveling to 
, Wh delivered 2 How have they mowrn- 
11 Bd ihe Doves,and chattered as a Crane, 
4 fr Swallow, for wanr of that Spirit of 
, $r2ce and ſupplication , which they 


had ſo long reſtrained, and fo much 
xtinguiſhed, under a ſpiritual Lethar« 
ve? How have their hearts been rea- 


-4 j to dye within them, like Nabals, 
> Þr want of life in, and love to, thoſe 
h duties, wherein ſometimes the 


jol 


becn liyely and full of affection ? 
4 REL, 
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How will the hearts of all the ſlumber 
ing Virgins ſmite them one day,when 
diſtreſs ſhall come 2 upon them,as ſorrow 
upon a woman 1n travel ? will they 
not then weep out their {leepy eyes, 
and figh out their fluggiſh (ſpirits, 
crying, Ah we fools, that had a pou 
1n our hands, and no hearts to uſe it? 
We have loſt many a good day, trifl. 
ing out choice breathing times, 1n the 
ſioht of the Sun; and now the night 
15 come upon us,and we cannot w ork + 

'Alas, alas, for thoſe dayes of the Son 
Man ; Oh that it were with us 45 11 the 
monthes of old, when the Candle of 
the Lord ſhined upon our heads, &c, 
What {lothiul ſervants haye we been, 
hiding our Maſters Talent 1n a Nap- 

kin, when we: ſhould have miniſtired 
one to another, 'as good Stewards of thi 
manifold Grace of God ? And nay 
che ruſt of them witnefleth againſt 
us, as the worldings gcld and Gilver, 
We have ſhut cur ears and hearts a; 
gainſt the Lord and his good Word; 
and now the Word of the Lord 1s a- 
| gainſt us, We have {lighted the wet 
counſel and comforts of the holy Spirit 


and 


for the flumbring Virgms, 
and now we feel its ſharp convictions: - 
We would not hear the checks of Con- 
{cience , and now we muſt hear us 
chidings, Oh the ſting and ſmart of 

| felt-condemning Conſcence,when it 1s 

 & once awakened our of ſelt-pleaſing,and 

 & felf-cafing ſecurity, by the ſcourging 

| rod of the Almighty. 

Secondly, what averſenels and fro- 

> wardneſs, will fill thy ſpirit in fad 

t bours, who haſt finfully {lpt and ſlept 

: out ſo many good ones? When thou 

1 feeleſt thy ſufferings weighty, and thy 

e ſhoulders weak; thy preſſures great, 

FE and thy patience ſmall, thy body lan- 

 guiſhing, thy ſoul fainting, thy faith > 

» failing ; How will thy Spirit be d- "i 

-F ftempered, and thy peace diſturbed 3 as 

4 tiy heart will be ready to free againſt Py, r 9.4; 

of the Lord; thou'lt be angry as Fonah, 

vil ever to the death ;, to ſce death look- 

it ing thee in the face, when thou leaſt | 

1 looked for it; and' the evil day near=- 

i et, when thou purteſt it fartheſt from 

ll thee; and now thy ſlumbrings and 

| wanderings will be ſet 1jn order before 

«y thee, 'and thou, haſt neither ſet thy 

houſe or heart in order before theLordz 


H 4 and, 


A Warning-piece 

and now the Judge ſtandeth at the 
door, to call thee to an account, and 
thou haſt not made up thy reckonings 
for many a day 3 thy time miſpent,thy 
ſtock ſpent z thy expericnces loſt, thy 
evidence to ſeek ; O how diſcontented 
will thy diſappointed heart be at ſuch 
a day ? Thou haſt long negleRted the 
ruling of thy own ſpirit,and now 'twill 
be too unruly for thee, as a wald 
bull in a net; how apt wilt thou be to 
kick againſt the pricks ( Ephraim- 
like) as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the 
yoke, An heart not watcht over, will 
be much out of frame for doing well, 
much more for ſuffering, When the 
weight of affliction falls upon a lazy, 
lame ſpirit ; what haltings will be diſ- 
covered, and uneven carriage under 
the rod ? 

2. By way of Permiſſion. As the 
Lord may be faid to lead us into tem. 
ptation by way of Probation, when he 
rakes us 1nto his own hand ; fo by way 
of conceſſion, when he takes oft his own 
hand ; and ſuflers Satan to pur forth 
hishand againſt us, *Tis true, the evil 
one 15 alwayes limited by the Holy 
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One, that he cannot do his worſt 3; or 
elſe he would play the Devil indeed : 
he's under Divine reſtraint ( and in a 
Priſon, as it were ) when moſt at l1- 
berry ; this {trong man armed is re- 
ſerved in chains by a ſtronger than 
he ; Yet his heart is ſet upon the ſer- 
I vants of God, ( as *twas upon Fob ) 
| | with as much 11 will as it can hold, 
| | (chough through mercy, he cannot 
\ | have his will on them) The roaring 
Lyon gapes with open mouth to ſwal- 
, | low them UP. How earneſtly did he : 
| | delireto fitt the Diſciples of Chriſt ? Lav Bhs 
, | hewas greedy of ſuch a prey as thus : eh 
> | and if the Lord did not put a hook 1n 
, | the noſtrils of this Leyiathan, whar a 
- | piercing Serpent would he be ?- How Iſa. 27. tr. 
r | ready was the evil ſpirit to offer his 
lervice,to be a lying ſpirit in the mouth 1 Kings 
e | of the Prophets ? He would fain be **: 2 
- | deceiving, that he might be deſtroy. - 
e | ing. Now if we neglect our ſpiritual 
y | Watch, we grieve the Spirit, and tempt 
nf himto leave us to the temptations of 
h | theevil ſpirit, who wiil be ever grieve 
1 ingand vexing our ſpirits, and doing 
ps all the miſchief he can, and ns 
OM much 


Fob. 1,8. 
Hebr, 
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2" much he can do with Gods leave : if 
the Lord take away the hedge, this 
w1ld Boar will bc in upon us, and root 

up all. 
2, Wetempt the Lord to tempt us, 
when we give over watching and pray- 
_ . Ing, by leaving us in tempration, as by 
leading us 1nto 1t'; and that's a very 

Sad Cale. 7 

As, T1, By withdrawing himſelf 
and his holy Spirit from us, when we 
are under tryals : And this muſt needs 
be a dark time, when God covers us 
with a Cloud in his anger, and covers 
himſelf as with a Cloud too. What a 
terrible Eclipſe will that be, when the 
light of his Countenance 15 withheld, 
.»»_-... ina day of darkneſs and gloomineſs > 
ps This indeed 1s the burthen of all af- 
x. flictions, and lyes heavieſt upon honeſt 
4 hearts. This 1s plain to ſeen the ſeve- 
Fob x 3.21, ral perplexed caſes and diftreficd cond1. 
Pſ. 88 14. tions of Fob, Heman, David, 8c. un- 
_ Pſa, 13.1. der variery of aftlictions and tempta- 
& 3% 7* tions, The hiding of Gods face was 
the ſoreſt trouble, the ſaddeſt tryal 
this ftruck deepeſt into their hearts, 
and madc their faces gather paleneſs : 
NT toe yes how 


& 
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how were their ſpirits -drunk up with 


the terrours of the Almighty ? Now 
"tis moſt righteous with theLord, to 
leave us in a day of adyerſty, when 
we lcave him 1n dayes of -proſperity 5 
to leave us at a loſs in our {traits,when 
we lcave and loſe him in liberty. He 
will withdraw from -us, when evill 
drawes near, it we have withdrawn 
and wandred from. him , when he 
drew near 'to do us 'good : He wall 
turn his back upon them in times of ca- 
lamity, who have given him the back 
and not the face 1n times of tranquil- 
lity. 

_ 2. By delivering us up to our ſelves 
and our own ſpirits, When Gods 


people would have none! of Him, He Pſa.8r, 


gave them up to therr own hearts luſts; 


they would not own the Lord, and be 
his ſervants; and he leayes them to be 
{laves to their own Tuſts,. lording it 0- 
ver them, Ah, when a people grow 
weary of God, have done with him as 
to Watching in prayer, and let him a- 
lone, coming ſeldom at him ; hee'l be 
a ſtranger to them, and leave them a- 


0 
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lone, as he did Ephraim: Hee's joyued Heli 
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"a 70 Idols, let him alone, ſayes God ; he 
will not joyn himſelf to the Lord, and 
the Lord will have nothing to do with 
him, but leave him to himſelf, and to 
his Idols; and now all goes ill with 
poor Ephraim : his drink 1s ſowr, or is 
oaſy in the Hebr.)all is gone when 
God 1s gone ; and he commits whore= 
dom continually; all fours on his hands 
& in his heart too, Ah,when welſlight 
the Lord, and {lumber in his fight ; he 
will let us {lip out of his hands, and 
then(as a Bowl falling our of the hand, 
down a ſteep hill)we follow the Byaſs 
of our own corrupt hearts, and run 
headlong withour ſtop or ſtay Hell. 
ward. *Tis not to ſay, How feartully 
and ſhamefully the beſt of men will 
+ Jeave the Lord and loſe themſelves, 

when left tothemſelves 2 We have re- 
«© markable proofs of this 1n thole preci- 

ous ſervants of the Lord of old, David, 

: Solomon, Peter, &c, they made them- 
ay. ſelves vile; yea even as beaſts before 
. + him, when they were left ro them. 
_ wF ſelves? And we have many lamenta- 
+ bleinſtances in our dayes,ot ſuch, who 
1. looked like the ſheep coming up from 
| | the 
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the waſhing, clean eſcaped from the TY 
pollutions of the world,yet have tarn- 

ed like the dog to the vormit,, and as the, Per. +; 
ſow that was waſhed to the wallowing m20,21,22; 
the mire; Would it ever have entred 

into their hearts that they ſhould ever 

have fo fowly defiled their garments, 

which ſeemed to have been waſhed fo 

fair in the blood of the Lamb ? would _ 

they not have ſaid (with Hazel ) are 2 King: 3: 
we 4s dogs,that we ſhould do ſuch things? 3* 

Oh yes,when a peopleare delivered up 

to themſelves, they will be readie to 

ſay with thoſe, (of whom the Lord 
complaines). We are delivered up to do Jer. 7.104 
all theſe abominations 2 It we leave the 
Lord and his watch and work , we 
tempt him to leaye us in- temptation to 
our own. hearts; and then that plague 
will be upon them, (which fell upon the 
heart of- Pharoab) which was worſe Exod. g: 
to him then all thE plagues of Eg ype 5 14 


.. 


and we ſhall even harden our ſelves a. _ 
gainſt the Lord. J% 
2. Wetempt the Devil, that temp= $ 


ter, to tempt us, when- we give over ws. 
watching and praying z. He; watches 
our ſlumbrings, and hes at catch for ys, 
ts "whey 
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Tx when he may” take us napping 3 wheth! 
we have a mind to fall alleep upon'a 
| bed of carnal ſecuritic, the Devilwilt 
- . *make our bed for us,and lie down ſoft, 
Ly. by us too : when we give oyer Gods 
work, we are-out of his way ; and he 
ſleeping in Satans walks, and that as! 
dry Tinder to his fierie Darts; And! 
there come but a ſpark from Hell, and 

* fall upon our hearts, it takes preſently* 

'- When we put out the light and fallto 

ſleep, we give him room'and time for 

his works of darkneſs ; he drives his 
wicked trade moſt and beſt th dark; | 
- .*%'\ Fhe eye of this Arch-thiefe waiteth for 


Jeb 34; the rwilight,whi no ezes may ſee him; 1 
he looks at us'moſt with his envious} 1 
eyes, when our eyes are ſhut, and the 
fhadows of ſpiritual darkneſs are'upon 
S us ; and how'eaftly may heſteaFaway 
KI .*- -our hearts, and the heavenly 'treaſure 


: 


+" out of them,” at ſu a time as David 
r$am.26. did Sayls ſpetr from his boHter, when 
Ids; a deep fIcep was upon' him. "And 1n- 

* deed this thief 1 the night (6/allad 
#5 fil to that place 18Fohs) would roo us 

{ of all onr Jewels\'when a dead ſleep is 
upon us, / did not our fajtlifavt keeper 
=  -_ _ watcli 
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watch him, and watch over us: -Oh 
what danger are we in every hott, to 
become a prey to this roaritig Lion, 
while we he. ſleeping at his feer? the 
fowles of-the ayr have the'greareſt ad= 
vantage again{t us that may be, whilſt 


© vvc lic as filly: doves, heartleſs-and ipi- 
MF ritleſs before them. And is not this a 
"W very foule buſinels, to ſet:the Devil oft 
'E work to do us miſchief, vyhovvill hurt 
JM us and hinderius all hecan; and that 
'l by neglecting our Maſters buſ:neſs, 
5 vyho has done us good and nb evil, all 
0 our dayes.: — 

'F 3. Wertempt our own Jiſtsto tempt 
3K us, vvhen vve lay afide our ſpiritual 
5E watch; vvcentice them to entice and 


allure us; And indeed here lies the 
great temptation within our own hearts 


HF | I 


TY Every man ts tempted, when he 1s drawn Jamey: 


rel away of hs own luSts, and enticed; azd 14 


14 fir when it 15 conceived brinreth forth 
death : The'privy fore in the heart, the 
deadly wound; the womb thavcon. 
ceives luſt, fin, death, Here the Devil 
hayes his train of powder, and vvere 
there no firc of luſt there, he-could ne- 
ver blow us up; ' temprations.yvithout 
; > od 
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' could take no hold, if there vyere no 


corruption vyithin z Satan ſet upon Je- 
ſus Chriſt vvith varietic of temptati- 
ons, but could find nothing in him, 
and ſo could do nothing againſt him: 
The Pririce of this vvorld, vyas ever 
vvarring againſt the Prince of peace, 
but had no power againſt him, becauſe 
he had no party vvithin him. Nay tho 
ſubtle Serpent vyith all his power and 
policy could not ptevail at all, no nor 
once, againſt the vveakeſt, ſimpleſt 
Saint, if fin did nottake hus part. Tis 
the party vvithin betrates usz Tis the 
vyorſt enemy, that vvithin ; 1t opens 
the door to our enemies vvithout, yea 
to the vyorſt of them, or they could 
not get vvithin us. Now vvhen vve arc 
fallen into a dead ſleep, and have loft 
the life of prayer; our luſts vvill ſwarm 
about us, as flies about a dead carcaſe : 
Sins not yvatched over, vvill get head 


and heart whilſt vve indulge our ſelves. 


ſaying,Soul take thine caſe z vve pam- 
per our fins and make proviſion for the 


c{h, to fulfil the luſts thereof. Spirr* 


tual vvatching and prayer vyill ſtarye 


our luſts, eat out their very hearts,but 
| carnal 
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carnal ſlumbrings and ſleepings feed q 


them, 

Whule prayer 1s kept up in power, 
fin 1s kept dovvn and over-povvered 5 
if our fins do not ſtop our mouths, 
nor ſtraiten our hearts 1n prayer, our 
prayers will cry them down, and ftob 
them at heart,when our hearts are lift 
up powerfully .in prayer z our heart. 
ns, as pride, paſſion, unbelief, &c. 
will come down wonderfully (as the 
Amalakites fell, wile eMoſes lift up 
his hands) O while we continue wreſt= 


ling with God by fervent prayer , we 


may wreſtle wich ſpiritual wickedneſſes 
1m high places, aud thatto victory ; 


onr fouls ſhall tread aows ſirength (to Judg. 54 . 4 


uſe Deborahbs expreſſion in her tryums 21. 


phant Song), while they are lift up, 
and poured out in prayer,for the help 
that is laid upon that One that 1s 
mighty. Whereas, it our hands be ler 


down, and our hearts fall, our corrup- 

tions will get up and carry it againſt 

us with a ſtrong hand : it we be not 

watchful and prayerful, fin will grow 

exceeding hntul : If we refFram Prayer 
IK 


| before 
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— before God,our months will utter iImqu:- 


ty 5 (as Eliphaz ſaid to Fob) who ſeems 
to plead thus with him 5; How comeſt 
rhou to be ſo diſtempered in ſpirit, fo 
vain and diſtracted in ſpeech, it pra- 
yer were not re{trained ? Fervent, con- 
Kanr Prayer would bring the heart 
into a good tune and temper, aud keep 
K 0. 

4. When vve negle& our Spiritual 
Watch, vve lie naked to temptations 
without, as to corruptions within ; 
the creatures axe full of ſnares, and 


we ſhall be catched in them at every 


rurn, if a ſpirit of flumber be upon 


us. The love of the World 1s con» 


natural to us, bred in the bone, moſt 
furable to fleſh and blood ; our hearts 
hang downward, and moye towards 
carth and earthly things, as a ſtone to 
the Center ; wt: 'tis impoſſible to keep 
them up vvithout Watching and Pra- 
yer. Indeed, while we keep cloſe to 
God by Faith in Prayer, we oe him 
cloletous ; and then the World may 
not interpoſe, muſt not be cloſed with 


that 
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that # in ww, then be that «© in the ——————v 
world, And while we Watch and 
Pray, our fpiritnal weapons will be 
wighty through God, to bring down alt 
the prong belt, of the god of thee world. 


Luther was one of the moſt warch- 
ful ſpirtis in prayer, (we read of ) and 
he fpeaks of one of the higheſt experi- 
ences that we ſhall meet with ; Thar 
he was never tempted to Covetoulneſs ; 
there was no fiſhing for his ſpiric with 
golden baits, which was carried fo 
high above the world in Faith and 
Prayer, 

But alas, Chriſtians now adayes 
find the world a very great temprati- 
on,a world of temptations in it, How 
1s the Moon got up to the heart; in 
this our age,that uſed to be under foot, gev.ts 2, 
to ſuch as are cloathed with the Sun ? 

Oh what hoarding up treaſure on 

earth, by ſach as ſeemed to be heirs ' 
of Heaven, as if their Heaven were upe 
') on earth, and their hearts too. 

How unbecoming 1s this to thofe 
that are born from above, to live be- 


-« 3 neath 
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or neath themſelves : that ever fo noble 
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ſpirits of the blood-Royal, ſhould be 
ſo embaſed 3 and precious Sons and 
Daughters of Zion, who were compa- 
rable to fine Gold,ſhould(in this ſenſe) 
become as earthen pitchers ? How 
contrary 1s this to thoſe heavenly prin. 
ciples of faith and love, which ſhould 
carry us as upon Eagles wings above 
the world towards heaven? Oh 
where 1s the love of the Father, where 
there is ſo much love of the World? 
Have you ever taſted of the powers of 
the World to come, who are thus 
brought under the power of the 
creature ? What, ſhall the Children 
of the Kingdome look no further, 
live no higher than the Kingdoms, of 
this World 2 What, called out of the 
World, and at the Worlds call too! 
Theſe things could never be, it watch- 
ing and prayer had been kepr up all 
this vvhile with lite and . power; 
*Twere not poſſible the World ſhould 
ſeal upon the hearts of God's People 
thus, and ſteal them away too, were 
they not allcep ; Now wath""20 8 

down 
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down, and the World up, what a 
downfal will there be ? They fall in- 
to temptation and a ſnare, and inte 
many burtfnl and fooliſh IniFs, which 
drown men in perdition, Oh what a 
root of Evill ſprings up , where the 
World takes deep root ! How do they 
prerce themſelves through with many 
ſorrows, and choak the precious ſeeds 
of Grace with theſe thorns! And . 
when the Hearc 1s over-charged with « ng 64 
the inordinate Joye of , this preſent ada 

| World ; This Soul-benumming Le- 

'Þf thargy of carnal ſecurity will over= 

; pread it, that we ſhall not feel this 

i 


n within us, when 1t is cyen all over 


us; what ſenſe can vve have of our - 
hving by Senſe, while Faith lies dead ? 

, Fhe love of the World vvill grow 

ſenſibly upon us, if it can bur lall 

1k allcep in its arms, 


; Secondly, Becauſe we ſhall be 1n- 
| diſpoſed to make any oppoſition, in 
an hour of temptation, it we do not +1 
» | Watch and Pray; our temptations 
"will grow ſtronger, and- we weaker 
2% K 2 in 
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— An _”_ every day then other; they 

will by as Gyants,and we as Graſhop- 

pers, ( to ule the expreſſion of the 

Spies). And alas, as we are, fo 1s our 

rength ( as Gideon ſaid of Fether } 

at the beſt but weakneſs; and our 

Tome enennes will gather up their 

ength 'to take the advantage of us, 

when and where we are weakeſt ; 

How. eaſily may they make a prey of 

us, coming upou.us when we are ſore, 

Gen. $4. as Simeon and Levs did upon the 
85+ Males ? eſpecially if vve conſider, 

x, That the Strength of Iſrael has 

ſecretly vvithdrawn Himſelf from his 

People, vvhile their hearts have been 


' . Fum.r4; aſleep, and now their Defence 13 de- 

5 FC" ; 

229 arced from them, and they are as 
_ read to the devouring mouth of the 


hungry Lion, who neyer had a bets 
ter ſtomack to them, Sampſon, who 
was ſoſtrong in the ſtrength of God, 
vvas as vveak as another man when the 
** Lord departed from ium ; the Phi- 
liſtines may now bind him as they 
pleaſe, put out his eyes, and make him 
grind in the Priſon-houſe ! Ab, fince 


Fudg. 16. 
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the Lord has turned his back upon a 
back{liding generation 3 how arc the 
{trong become as Tow, and they thac 
had the excellency ' of dignity and 
ſreneth, are as un{table as the water ? 
how miſerable are they {wallowedup 
of temptations on every fide? how 
ealily led captive by their corruptions 
at every turn ? And though they 
ſhake themſelves ſometimes (as Samp- 
ſon Eid) and think to refiſt them as 
at other times 3 alas, they cannot do 
it, for their ſtrength as departed from 
them. 

2. That the Lord hath left then 
to themſclves, who have laid him afide 
and left off watching and prayer ; 
Now what can ſuch naked men do in 
an hour of Temptation, when they 
meer with the {trong man armed ? 
maſt they not needs be ſpiritleſs, like 


rr 
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Sax! in the day of diſtreſs, when he , gam****: 


was left to his own __ and had no 28, 2g; * 


ſtrength in him ? What a pittiful for- 


lorn creature 1s that man whom God 
has given over, and given up to him- 
lf; even like a lamb in a large place, Hoſ.4.12; 
as 


A 4 
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Nehem. 
I 3.26. 


-:, I Ring, 
11. 8, 
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as back-ſliding Iſrael ! what more di- 
{titute, and diſtreſſed, where no Shep- 
herd, no flock ? how will it wander 
and loſe it ſelf 2 The beſt of men 1n 
fuch a caſe are expoſed to the worſt 
of evils; when David, a man afcer 
Gods own heart, was truſted but a 
while with his own heart, how ſhame. 
fully ic deceived him and defiled him? 
who would ever have thought that 
Murders and Adulteries ſhould have 
proceeded our of ſuch a heart as his ? 
When Solomon, who' was ſo beloved of 
his God, was given up to himſelf, how 
Nrangely was his heart changed within 
him, and turned from the Lord God 
of Iſrael, who had appeared to him 
twice , eyen to ſtrange gods , and 
ftrange wives! The wiſeſt of men,when 
lefr to his own wiſdom, appears as 
one of the fools in Iſrael, and whi- 
ther does his ſhame g0 e And god 
Hez«k'ab, when the Lord left him, to 
try him, to know all that was in his 
heart ; what pride of heart does he 


_ diſcover ; (though he had been fo late- 


ly and fo deeply humbled)? Aud 


though 
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though the Lord had newly emptied "OY 
all worldly glory before his eyes; Yer 2 King. 
he could not keep his eyes and heart *?* 75" 
off of the houſe of his precious things, 
8&c, but glories in ſhewing all the trea- - 
fares that were found there 3 when he 
ſhould have glorified God, and ſhew- I 
ed forth his wonders, in bringing the EY 
Sun of his life back, and the ſhadow 1. 33] 
upon the Dyal of Ahaz, 8c. 

Yea, bleſled Peter, an holy Appoſtle 
of Jeſus Chriſt, when he truſted to 
his own {trength, and boldly profeſſed 
above the rate of the reſt of the Diſct- 
ples, ſaying, Though all men ſhall be Matt.26; 
offtuded becauſe of thee, yet will I never 55+ 35+ 
be offended ; and though I ſhould die 
with thee,yet will I not deny thee. When 
Chriſt cruſts him with himſelf and his 
own ſtrength, ( bu: tor a little ſeaſon) 
how fowly he ſhews his weakneſs, 
and ſhames himſelf , and very fintully 
oftendes him more then they all,by be- f* 
ing ſo ſhamefully offended becauſe of + *« 
him ; denying before them all, that 
he knew his Maſter, upon the word 
ef a damfcl rhat ſaid, Thow waſt with 
Te © Jeſus, 
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Feſus. And the Holy Ghoſt ſets 2 
brand of Cowardize upon this ſelf. 
confiding Champion ; leaving this up. 
on record to all Ages (to ſhake and 
ſhame all the Lords people out of 
themſelyes) , that when another Maid 
laid, This fellow was with Feſus, be de- 
med with an oath, I know not the man, 
Would any of the Diſciples have ever 
believed ſuch a thiug as this of Peter ? 
or he, of himſelf? that a curſed oarh 
ſhould have ever been found within 
his bleſled lips, and that to deuy his 
Lord and Maſter , whoſe Iips hat 
ſo oft . blefled him ; that he ſhould {© 
deſperately difown him with his 
mouth, whom hc owned, honoured, 
and loved ſo dearly at his heart, 

Oh how have the mighty fallen, 
how have the mighry fallen , when 
they have been left ro themſelves, and 
have fallen into their own hands! Such 
remarkable examples as thele raken in- 
to our ſerious conlideration, may hap- 


pily (if the Lord ſtrike in with rhem) 


© Ug 


awaken ſomefleepy hearts {rom 7 pre- 
lumpruous ſelf-ful ſecurity, co a rehigi= 


— as Aa — — F 


for the Numbring Vergins., T07 
ous watchful jealouſic 3 that they who Ol 
think they ſtand, may take heed let 

they fall; as certainly they ſhall, 

(though they ſeem to be as pillars, as 

Peter did) if they ſtand upon their 

own legs, and not upon his,that are «s 

A Marblt ſet npox ſockets of fine a ſ 
Gold, NPs 


Upon this double Account, 
that they are ſoexpoſed to 
Temptation, and fo indiſ- 
es to oppoſition, who 
do not watch and pray : 
Let me call for double dili- ; 
gencein the Name of the = 
Lordto this. double Daty, 


Firſt, double yaur Watch ; 


T, Over your own Hearts ; for they Jer,t7.9% 
are moſt deceitful, and the Neceiver 
lies moſt at catch there : the ſubtil 
won 20 REEL VANE Ko hun 

bes, 
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uſe of, to beguile us with, Tis his 
Gen.3.15, Commulſion, only to bruiſe the heel , 
but *tis his covetous ambition to break 
into the hearr, How he watches day 
and night, works without wearinels, 


Glory 3 if he carry that,he commands 

all, and will lead us captive at his 

will ; if he can but get hus head into 

our hearts,and keep his hand x 5 this 

great wheel,he has his hearts deftre,8: 

will turn all about with it, Oh there- 

fore lay to heart that bleſſed Counſel of 

© Proy,4.2.3 Wur great. heart-keeper 3 > thy beart 
| above all keeping, (fo the Hebrew has 
It ) for out of it are the 1ſ[ues of life. 

"Tis matter of life and death , this 

*Tis as much as thy life 1s worth, to 

watch the heart wellz .and not to 

watch it, is death, The Devil knows, 

if there be any good treaſure within 

Fe: thee, it is laid up in thine heart 3 and 
Y he would fain have the key of this 
Cabinet, to: rob thee of thy Jewels : 


If he can but corrupt this fountain, 
£ F the 


4 * 


— lies,which he would willingly, make 


and winds about every way, to ſur- 
- . 'prize this Royal Fort of the King of 


a &@ -@a aa als _— Sud Gam wo rot as co oa £ 
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for the Slumbring Virgins, 


the ſirearns will be filthy out of it will © 


roceed the worlt of Evils, when it 
Lice the worſt part, which ſhould 
be the beſt. 
The Father of ſpirits doubles his 
Charge upon our ſpirits 3 The Lord 


God of Iſrael ſaith, Take heed to your Mat. 2. 
ſpirit, take heed ro your ſpirit. Here _ 


the unclean ſpirits muſter up their 
Forces, and Foralies here muſt our 
main Guard be 3 Watch but the heart 
ſo, as to keep him out there, and the 
Devil out of your heart, hce'l deſpair 
of you. 

2. Watch the good Spirit of God, 
in all its motions, impreſſions, convi- 
cons, allurings, comfortings, &Cc. as 
ever you would eſcape the temptations 
and deluſions of the evil ſpirit : and 
therefore, 

Firſt, Watch the good Spirit, to 
welcome him ; make much of his ſweet 
breathings, there's much life and love 
in them. It the Spirit come to convince 
you,aying, (as Nathan did to David ) 
Thou art the man ; lay, Speak, Lord, for 
thy ſervant hearcth, Be ready to ie 

0 
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A Warning-piece 
of that ear, though heſpeak fauch things 
as make it tingle,as you love the peace 
of your own ſpirits. If he come as a 
Spirit of glory and power to ſubdue 
you iniquities, .to cut oft your right 

and,&c, with his two-edged ſword ; 
Oh ſay, Let him go on and proſper, 
till he have ſlain his thouſands, &c, 
and made all his enemies become his 
footſtool. If he come to reſt as a Dove 
upon you, to meeken and ſweeren your 
Spirits; Oh put forth your hands to 
take him (as Noab did the Dove with 
the Olive-leafe) ; make both much of, 
and fet much by the good Spirit and 


Word of God, and the evil Spirt will 


not be able to do you much hurt. Oh 
prize .the gracious manuduChons of 
this faithful guide at an high rate,and 
be as glad of his heavenly condu&ct, as 
the wiſe men were to ſee the Star that 
pointed out Chriſt to them, they re- 
joyced with exceeding great joy. Lie 
as even as you can under his celeſtial 
influences, and ſweet diſtillings of the 


| precious dews of grace and peace z At- 


tend his glorious miniftratzon all as 
long, 


2 aA. ©, , DD TD CERT CREE 


long let*him have his whole will upon 
you, and do his wors wholly and tul- 
ly within you; fay hum aot Nay in any 
thing , and be will work nughtily 
within you, and witneſs manifeſtly to 
you. 

2. Watch the workings and wit- 
neflings of the Holy Spirit, fo as you 


may not hinder him when he comes to 


help you , nor grieve him when he 
comes to comfort you ; take heed of 
tempting him, who only can help 
you againſt the Tempter 5 O ſhut not 
out his glorious Light for all the glo- 
ry of the World ; impriſon not any 
| of his prectous Truths for all che ſpect- 
" ous Libertics under the Sun ; reſiſt 
not the ſtirring power of his Grace 
upon you, when he's thaking the po- 
wers of darkneſs within you ; retuſe 
not the free and tam!:2r tenders of his 
heart-renewing and reviving love, for 
thouſands of Gold and Silver ; Loſe 
not willingly one ſyllable of the ſecrer 
whiſperings of this meſſenger of peace, 
ft he vvithdraw his light, love, power 
d peace, ana leaye you to the power 
OT 


for the fiumbring- pins. T1x ( | 
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A Warning-piece 


— of Satan, and he lead you into Priſon, 


and keep you in darkneſs. Alas,alas, 
we have given the greateſt occaſion and 
advantage, to ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places, to tempt, vex, diſturb,and 
divide us, by tempting, vexing, and 
quenching the holy Spirit, as ever any 
in the World have done ; And, are 
not now the ſhadows of the evening 
upon us, for Jighting his goings forth 
as the morning ? How ſtrangely haye 
the lying Spirits deceived vs, fince the 
Spirit of Truth has been rejected, and 
he Truths of the Spirit > What a 
thick, black, dark hour of temptation 
1s come upon us fince we have refuſed 
the clear Counſel and pure Comforts 
of the holy-Ghoſt, in | ka day of his 
gracious Viſitation ; What ſtrong de- 
lufions and firange declhnings to the 
right-hand or the left, ſince we haye 
forſaken the Guide of our ſpirits ! 
- 3. Watch your ſpiritual enemies: 
They watch us, as Satan did Chriſt, 
When the Tempter 1s gone, and his 
temptation ſeems to be quite over, he 
docs but watch another ſeaſon, and 
L11CIGs 


SD - 09 5,99 


& 


he 


for the lambring Virgins; _ | 
therefarews muſt watch in ſeaſon and "t 


out of ſeaſon * AS Nehemiah and the Ds 
people of God with him, did with N*Þ*«4: 
Sarnballat and 'the enemies. of God Oy 
HY prayed and ſet 2 watch day an 
mght z the enemy was very wroth,am 
they — nag tales * pf a (word 10 
one hand, when at-work with theo. 
ther Sq ſhould we at this day;watch 
at the, Lords work ; watch and pray, 
watch agd hear, watch and ſpeak,&c 
Tis very feaſonable that, counſel of che 
mighty | Counſellour : Take beed 20 Mat.14.45 
wan dereipe as, for many ſhall comy 3, 19 44 
in my ngmes ſaying, 1 am Chriſt, aud 35+ 
deceryve merry, Oh bow much are. we 
concern'd anthat-bleſled caution,upon 

whomthe ends of the world are came? 

How affectionate and importunate 

was Pag/, the aged and experienced, 

in warning the people night and day, 


and that with tears, to beware of fuck 
"Las ſhould ſeek ro withdraw them from 


the Goſpel of Chrift! Do not ſpirirual 
dangers multiply upon us every days 


-4{[*hiles we are under afpirit of ſlum- 
re-[*ring ſecurity ; from, our foul-ener 


L  nmes/ 
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mies, and that on every"Tide 3 Oh 
what need of the whole Armour 'of 
God, on the rigtt _—_— -on the 
left 5 what need of a diligent ſpiritual 
watch, over our heads ard hearts, 
words and ways, teachings and hear- 
ings! Oh gathet up your ſpitruaſtor- 
ceSeveryday,8& call in auxiharies from 
Heaven, 8 follow the Caprain.of your 
Salvation , Watching and Praying 
(the Armour-bearer did. Fovathay, 
Embing upon hands and feet )' con- 
tend-earneſtly for the faith which was 
once given to the Saints ; and as'you 


| 


© Pet. 1:5. are fighting the good fight of faith; be 


ever looking up to Jeſus, and you ſhall 
be keptas in a Garriſon (6 theword 
ithports ) by his power, throngh faith 
unto ſalvation; gn 
4. Watch over, and for one ano- 
ther for good, in aneviltime; *ris ve- 
xy ſcaſonable ro be knocking at one a- 
nothers doots, aud jogging at each o- 
thers elbows in the ſpirit of meekneks 
to keep as many awake as you can, 1t 
this ſlumbring time; through the good 
hand of God upen you ; and _— 
EN they 


| forthe ſlumbring Virgins! 


they, whoſe hearts are awakened in 


ſuth 4 day as this, by the Lords ſpeak- 
ing from heaven to them, 'cannot. keep 
filence,” but muſt be ſpeaking to their 
brethren in the name of the Lord ſay- 
ig;4wake,awake.As our heattsſhould 
dwell much upon awakening medita- 
tions, fo our motiths ſhould be filled 
with awakening faſutations and ex- 
hortations, when' we meet with the 
ſryants of Chriſt, dS 1t was with the 
tivdlyChriſtians in the priinitive times) 
ſaying, Behold be comes like a thief; 
and, The Fudge [iandeth at the door ;; 
andthe like :, When ſo many watch 
one anothers haltings ; let us watch'to 
be helpers of one anothers faith and 
Joy. Gy provoking one another to 
Watching and Prayer 3 when many 
fellow-ſervants are ſtniting one ano- 
ther with words of violence and. yeru- 
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ency, let us ſmite one another with 


words of truth and ſoberneſs : 4nd the 
deeper they pierce the heater in the ſpi- 
tit of Love, the better : could we hit 


one another o'th heart-vein, 'twould 


be a mercy. Oh 'that the righreous 
L 2 would 


2 Þ 
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wnG Dd Wormingpuece. 
WET woyld thus {mite one another, with 
gracions;words of reproof, tor reſtore 
one another, and-all. in much mtu 
{dit-love, what a kindneſs w ould this 
be? Such precous, oyntments, would 
adt' break the head, Foe mollific and 
frieeken the heart. Such wounds would 
be welcome ſrom.the hand of a friend, JI. 
Alas, we complain every where of the 
Saints flumbring, warldring,and wan- |: 
roanels ; *rwere better we turned our | 
complaints inward, and left them up, JI. 
on our ſelves, that_ we .do not {tirup |, 
one another to Watching and Prayer; 
we'd: "but bear one-another as; bur. | 1 
thens upon our Ipirits;when we ſhould, | , 
2 
q 


bear one-anothers burthens, and help 

- ata dead lift , as with one ſhoulder 

we ſee poor Chriſtians in a dead ſleep 
on eyery hand, and we lie dying by. || 
them, bur who calls upon them) to be, I; 
Rev. 3.2, watchful, and ſtrengthen the; things I; 
that'are ready .to die ? How many, [þ; 
,  haye gur cycs beheld lying as a,man fo 
P/0.23-34 allee % npon the. top of a Maſt, and if 
cds remprations under them too, fy 
roy joſallow thew up; bu chow! 

7-5; | ew. 
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for the \ flumbring Virgins, | - 120- 
fol kave we laboured to awaken | to. 
this day? may we not refle& upon 
our ſelves in the words of Abſolom ig 
Hu at - Is this our. kindnels, to al 


friends ? Is this nothing to You, 
$9 you not t; 


[ 
e that paſs b c 
Y wk oohſh Virgins, Lis 


tice how man 

flumbring and faneiſhing, upon; 'be 
of ſenſuality and ſecurity , and the 
houſe ready to beſet on fre over their 
heads; and do you-take no cate to; 


awaken them? would } 1c not piby your 


very. heart, ſee the flames pre 


25am. I6, 
I7s 


or them , while they ar are 
Tg Tong has” the KepE, 9h | 
watched over them, an kept th PEae 
the apple of -his eye, Notwit anding! 


all their ſlumbrj nes "and wandrines a: 
and docs. he LO .cipot (thin LY 
? Kh 


that you ſhould be 
hall haſte to Prepare to ms nal 


5 


I es 
Keeper for his ſake, a ind cry untot 


le withdraw the wing of his protects F 

For them, ; dleaye th hen LK £C DS! ' I-19" WIL 
if you. ſee e your bd hren f | 

VB dying," 7 Fd ee up oy 

of Jour compaſſi + Ha ye ph 


ns "i Warning-piece | 
A Eo eats, how dwels the love of Gad j n | 
a1 2 © you? And if you ſay. "*tisnof 3 1n, mans 
-* power. to abaktth; inothers heart,, who | 
| canfibt awaken his own; cait a.man |! 
iſe the dead ? *Tis true, the fow 
i pf a weak man can neyer tmake l 
(etfeatts hear, which can fleep une [ 
der the loud chunderings of Heaven ; 5 ) 
why bor can you weep over them, a as of? 
gre? did over 'Lazargs in his 
vere can you feelingly figh over + 
Bien ſaying, Nog: thele drie bones 
bi x Who ſhal ul away. the None, | 
and opeh their graves * wh poohar 
2 efurreQion” and Red; can 
nthetn our of the Hemel ſleep, 
Fe quicken” them with a word of 
is mouth ; If Jeſus will but groan. 
nS irit with you, and fay, Awake, 
p07 tometorth 4 t the dead ſhall bear, 
ki ybyce and live,” You cainot life 


$:hen r ſleep Py hearts, no alas, they, 
; 66 'ieav vy for you; but canfot you; 


rp a] 


frup a prayer for them ? Tf any may, 
$11 536+ 7 TW rh £ fin afin 1 CAEREg unto ee ath,. 


MES ah d he ſhall "give bin | 
Pip oder js here© ihe 
*H pray 
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for the [ambring Virgins, 
raying-ſouls to lift up their yoice on, 
iighyfor ſuch as arcfunning and ſleep. 
ing in fin almoft todeath 31.Oh then if | 
the Spirit ot prayer were raiſed again | 
| | from the dead (as one may ſay) what 
| bleſſed; hopes would chere the of 2 ſpi- 
cual efurecons to, many. poor, 
hearts, thatareeyen dead and buricd- 


in-the grave pſſeeyritie., 


- 


Henp 2 tek dent oft, «3 
Secongly,double your duty of Prax 
| yer 5 Prays Pray, Nh 


CG1-,QOSH ABS ffi ch 31 ERFE: | 
' {Es Por a plentiful ap; | powerful 
effuſion of. the Holy Spirit:to-counſel, 
and comtgrt..our. tgolilihtanting ſpi- 
ritin this -houy bf,temptation. ' 'Tis, 
I fad to: behold, finge wehave cauſed: 
the gobd. Spirit to withdraw his grae 
cious influences, how the glory 15de- 
parted-1n a great meaſure,froun(Thure| 
ches, Ordinances, Commuryons,8&cs 
in moſt places ; may we not ſadly ſigh, 
out that heart-breaking word {cha 
bod, and fay, Where: is the glory.z 
how many, choiſe Gardens of the 
Saints are withered, ſince the Lord 

| L 4 has 


"A Wamitg-prec.” 
EE his withheld the” ſpirituat dewes of 
Heaven! How thin and lean is Fabob 
betomE, ard* waxen pale, finte a fa- 
nine of the Spirit has heen' amongſt 
u$ ! How: ſpirit] s, faithleſs; Hettr= 
les; truitleflovelef are moſt Chriſti- 
afts grown;flijce we have ſhitnhred and! 
ſmi'd away the Spirit 'of faith; life, 
love, power, &t, How is the Gold! 
become dim, the fine Gold changed, 
now hethat hay the fever: Spirits is: 
turned aſide; frotty.the Golden Can- 
dleſticks ? Oh it is high time then, to 
beg as for; lifegxhariche Spirit world 
come dowir iis: floods: apen:- the dry” 
ground, that'the Chuiches thay be as 
watred Gardens, and thiSainirs tray! 
grownup as Willows by: the-Watdr- 
Courſes. "Oh let-all the &wakened 
ſeryants of Chriſt cry-, a$-with one 
C41.4.16. heart and mouth, Awake O North-. 
wind, avi ome thou South, blow upon 
the Gardens, that the Spices thereuf 
way flow ot; that onr Beloved may 
come wito his Garden, and tt bus phen- 
fant fruits, Oh when,' when ſhall a 
precious box of Oyntment bc broken 
| over 
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for the Nunbrin Virgins, © 


over us, Ty orvieg re with its 1-0 
your ? Oh'when will the Spirit cqime 
downatnouelt us as a Rp fire, ov nas "e 
Fullers fbpt, to putifie us a Gold an d 
Silvet, that” we miy offer” up pure ok 
ferinks of righreotdſngls, Whic may be 
"| pleafantro the Lord, as in the fares 
|| ofold? Oh that we coult wait in 
' | Spirit (at'old Sino did For Be 2h. 
_ | ſolationof Iſrael ) for that power Ru 
| on' high,” that {6 ftrengthens weak 
hearts ink hands, that t Ie feeble e may 
be as David © For ſuch 7 an ariounts 
with” fretfh Oyl, as” tfiay cauſe us oo 
move ſwiftly and PE! Goes Jeſus 
Chrift ?+ a i\ by: X = 
Arit\we have many; xecious cop cord & gs wn. 
of love letdown” to * pu Wes for th 
gracious 'Golpel-protelſe® + the he - 
ctr” promile of the Pither't of mMercies, | 
to ſend the Comforter,oft repeated for oh, des 
on | our'better aſſurance: and” he is faith- ©: [5-164 
of ful that hath promiſed; he will noe 
af | deny his'people lotig; nor al Wis 
4- | for heEannot deny hiinſdf.. And the _. ,.. 11 
[a | tectual prayer. of our. Lord clus, $3) 
ent ieY never prayes amils; but is card. 4 
er alwaycs 
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as "Y lr = 7 LIEN, x 
122 of Warnmg-ptece ' 
SCTCwyco Father; This was that 
ſweereſt Myrrhe which: dropt from 
:- {che lips of * Chriſt, as he was aſcends 
K | 1 is "n PYY LPF 5. - Bias 4 g _ 
up to Heayen, his greatelt laſt Te-/ 
NE PTAh:8" 2. double pore. 
of his Spirtt;: Nox, is 1t ſo much apon 
J'1\ d TY 6; tits at nf 44S © UE G46 * BF 
$6 Lords heatr to beſtow this pecu« 
lar bletling,, and ſhould 36, noc- be 
much upon our heart tg asK 1t.; clpecl»: 
O05 q.:! L221) GY IOIE; $856 L2TT3.S 
afly . being thar glorious nuniſtrarion, 


ſupply and ſolace of the Saint, till the 
a Fearabee of Jeſus Chriſt,. without | 
So aCrs TIE Bog iy of ans. £ 
ich ao outward adminiftyation.can | 


becffectual.. i on ";} Td pogh anon 
"2 OhPray, Pray, that Jehovah 
' Bſa.2.6,3. world ſet his King #por his boy bull of 
b Lioii, that the. Heathgn may be bu in- 
beritance,and the 'uttermoſt parts of the 
earth bis poſſeſſion: that the, govern= |: 

Iſa.9.6-, ent may be upon his ſheulder, who is. || 


Rev: 19.13 clogthed with aveſture dipt in blogd, | 
& 16.14 and hath ou his thi gb aName written, 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ; 

that alt things, may be opened and (hyt 

Ta. 2.11, þy the Key of David. The Lord us 
7; ariſing to ſhake terribly the Earth, the 
=. EEE NAS NY Tor OE OCR rR leftinefs 
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for the flumbring Virgins, 2123 
eh sf ang muſt. be bawed downs 


the hawghtineſs of men made low, 
te the: Way £ f be exalted us 
bi, day-. Oh, what the Sun'of  righte» 
ey/ne(s. were at this hight once, ok 
would be a glorious Sun-ſhine day 
indfed. | The God. of Heaven;and 
arth has promiſcd,he will once, more Heb. 12. 
job HeanraqnpEertby to. bring in 252273256, 
DIG ” at caunot be [akens 
The tk. t Par remain; aud 
Ts fs Pr \pals awayerae: 
ther gh n.0n2 _ of his good ;Pro... 
rs all fall; to the ground. - The. 


\ . 
- 


rs: heart- 15 all upon his. be-- 
whom þs Soul deligh-. 
NED, | highly, give Hias Ph 1L 2.9; 
News dare ame. And hall | 
a2 the hearts of , his Children go.in 
with him; ad. work {ſtrongly that 
- { way? : ef oy theis fakes he bum-' 
bled himſelf ſo law; even to;the death 
of the Croſs. Oh how ſhould. cheir 
hearts, break with longings, thathe 
may. be. extolled, and be yery high, 
ned. with Majeſty and Glory ? 
iy then let all che Lords Remem- Jer:33-th 


brancers 


Son, in \ 


2h "A Pamingphece 
I: eenbcis: make mentiort'of this a 
$ thing promiſed, (of which he lovest9 
| "Pp put in remembrance \ before 

hs, night and day, that Fe $ Chriſt may 

"fake to himſelf his gredt power'a 

reign. Oh when ſhall che founding, of 
_ the ſeventh Angethe heard, 'as the 

Sreat v6ices in Pliahoj: all the world 


Rey, 11, Is _ ſaying z a The Ryylloms of of tbh. 


moyl 4 ave brevwe the Kingdom Y jp 

Lord aid of bis Chis; and Þ 

reign ' for ever and ever. OR the 
Lant.3.10 King'Svlomon would- fend his hg 
ot, that: is' paved with Vine. # 
Sons and Daubhters of Zenhtrl 7 
. , ma y enter with joy atidgladneſs its 
- the "Kings Palact's' {WB Ne ? 
ſpirits revive within thent ?-; Ati 
would ſay, It 18 eno ugh; LE OR 
3. Iniproye the DE? wy grace” to" 
the utmoſt ; for the- chaining: upt the” 
unclean fpi pirir. Oh 'try what power 

you haye' ith the Fa "i of” Lights, 

to ſet his ow wer on work'to ſhake the 


powers 0 arknels. Tf fervent Prayt® 


_ er, lifrup by the land of faith,” bind” 
Gods hand, "nd ptr himr'to ay, ter 


me 
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for the ſlumbring Virgins, 
we. alone. ; will it not overcome him, 
to bind up Satan, and to bruiſe him 
under the fee jof-his Saints ſhortly, 
The Devil is come 'down with great 
wrath,; becauſe he knoweth: he hath 
but. 2 ſhort, tyme. He followes his 
Kingdom ,with greatelt violence to- 
wards its period 3 hee's hot upon't, 
throwing , with fury- his! fiery. darts 
round about, The Adder's poyſon is 
boyling up'to;the height. This en 

18. comming upon us like a flood : Oh 
'tis. high tumet0;-ſet upon the gates of 
Heaven with an humble and:holy Vi 
olence, knocking day and night, till 
the holy Spirit come down with pra- 
Jer, and lift. up a Standard againft 

un, HReT.-23.; 

The old-Serpent has now above five 
thouſand years | experience upon his 
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; 
#/ F back ; hee's now maſter indeed of his 
> Eblack Art. Oh what Multiformicy 
ky and Variety- in his methods? whar 
+. | ubtilry and ſecrecy in his ſnares? how 
411 8 deſtructive. and obſtructiveare his de- 


[> I vices and. depths ? Oh when will the 
F with. 
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Angel come gown from Heaven 


Ul _ 


tun 


os a _ , ao ro ay reds EY 
ws}? ." AVWarmnf-pere 


- a 
- 


* that preat chain, and lay hold on the 


Rev. 20, Dragon and bind him Ah, what #' 


I32 53, 


Rev. 9, 
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world of miſchief will he do, if he be' 
tet looſe a while ? For now this Prince 
of darkneſs transforms himifelf into-an 
Angel of light;to brins'in the greareft 
darkneſs ; 'and the Devil in white, 'or 
the white Devill, is moſt "dangetous 
and deceitful; 'now;like the adulterer 
mentioned, Fob 24+ 15. hediſguiſeth 
himſelf, or ſers his face -in feeret; ' (fo 
the Original) that he may'beguile arid 
defile us, and we never \know it ;--and 
be moſt and beſt ar-his wicked work, 
when leaſt in fight. * He has put on a 
vizard of profeſſion, and' now playes. 
che thief un giain, ſtealing away the 
the power and heart.of purcRel1gion;: 
He has oy-4n his mouth,/and trith in 
his tongue; but war anda lieinhis' 
heart, And how maiy are betrayed 
with his flattering kifles, killed with 
his falſe kindnefle, and by ſwallowing 
down: his ſugere4, poyſonous pills 
greedily ? How many are taken with 
the fine hair- of the locuſtsthar aſcend 
out of .the bottomleſs 'pity *who ting 

has na 
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them-with their tailes as Scorpions, 


Oh then if ever you pittied poor filly 


ſouls, laden with fin, arid led' captive 
by Satan now pitty and pray for them 
much more : Oh cry out (as the be- 


trothed Damfel, fearing raviſhmznt) 


cothe Captain of your Salyation, to 
lead Captivity Captive, to' reſcue his 
darlings from the Lions ; and to ſhort- 
en this hour of temptation, 

4+ Oh Pray, Pray, for-a glorious - 
ſpiritual reſurxeQion of the heartsand 
lives of the ' Saints, after ſo great a 
death has paſt upon them ; thar times 
of renewing and reviving may come 
from the preſence of the Lord, tothe 


decaying and deſponding-ſpirits of his 


people 3 Olt what a bleſſed, beautiful 


fight, would ſuch an heavenly Spring 
'be,after this heart-withering Winter- 
ſeaſon? Would the flowers of the canr.z.x r, 
ſpouſes Gardenflouriſh once,thePome- 12, and 7, 
granats bud forth, & the tender Grape *7> 73s 

ſend forth a good ſmell : then would 


the ſinging of birds, - and the voyce of 
the Turtle be heard in our land, and 
we miglit cheatfully get up early =: 
£ ne 
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_ **— the Vineyatds./ Oh-bei earneſt. with 


the Father. of Spirits to, ſend. down a 
Jpecial anoitting from-on high, for the 
;Aew ſpirging,.of his people, for the 
work of their generation ;-2, common 
dparitwl not- carry, them through ſpe- 
Gal ſervices no, # mult be that 5 hc 
-Spirit that.Caleb had, or they.1 never 
follow the Lord; fully z The Sons and 
Daughters of Zzou muſt be awaked, tp 
put on beautiful garments, aud ſhake 
themſclyes from the duſt, as they that 
areredeaned from the earth, and from 
men, as eyer they would appear in a 
good Goſpel-poſture to. follow , the 
Lamb wharherſoever he'gogth 3 They 
muſt be parting on that, hew Man, 

which; afrer God, # created 15 righte= | ( 
yoaſneſs and true'bolineſs, and be rentw- | 
ed in the Spirit of thetr minds;or they! 
have noheart, to think of/ the New 
Heaven and New Earth,wherem righ- 
teoulneſs ſhall dwell, That work 
which the Lord is carryang on 4n the 
world, is high and, heavenly, much 
above the world. A. low-ſpirited and 
carthily-nanded CEnftono UATE 
reacn 


for the flumbring-Virgins, 
reach 'it, their poor flat ſpirits muſt 
needs ſhrink from ir, or ſink under it, 
at one time or other. Oh they had 
need of gracious, excellent ſpirits, 
changing from Glory to Glory, by the 
Spirit of Glory reſting on them ; who 
look to keep pace, or hold any con- 
fiderable comfortable correſpondency 
and compliance with thoſe glorions 
Works which the Lord will bring 
forth 1n the latter dayes, who won 
derfull in Connſel , and excellent in 
Workzng. | 

Why then, 5. let us look upon it; 
as one main work of the day, to ſer 
Faith on work at the Promiſes by 


| Prayer, for Judges as at the firſt,and 


Counſellors as at the beginning ; Men 


| of choice ſpirits, anſwerable to Fe- 


thro's choice 5 able men, fearing God, .;. 
men of Truth, hating Covetoufnels. 
And while I am ftirring you up to 
make ſupplications to the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, that he would- gra- 
ciouſly vouchlafe a peculiar unction 
and qualification, to fuch as are in 
Authority ; let me {ſet before your 

= ee 


Exod.is; 


- f Warning-fect: © 


PO Ong eyes one of the firſt and faireſt pats x 


terns, deſerving to be ſet 1n letters of 
Gold, and engraven upon our hearts 
as with the point of a Diamond ; the 

ureft primitive mould of Mercy and 
Viſfice ſweetly meeting together in 
the righteous breaſt of Fob, and tri. 
ving (as it were) for ſuper<minency* 
and victory : As for Righteonſntſs, be 


cloatheth himſelf with it ; and Judg- | 


ment was to him as a Diadem; He 
braks the jaws of the Oppreſſor, and 
placke the (poyl out of his teeth 5 and, 
delivered the Poor that cryed, and 
the Fatherleſs, and him that had none 
zo help him. As for Mercy, his con= 


deſcention and compaſſion js very re- | 
markable ; when he fate Chief, and. 
dwelt asa King inthe Army, he was 


as one that comforted the Monrners ; 
eA Father to the Poor and Father- 


leſs ; eyes to the blind, and feet to' 
the lame ; who cauſed the heart of F 


the Widow to fing , and the bleſſing 
of ſuch as were ready to periſh came 
upon him. O that Jeſus Chriſt, thar 

blefled and oncly Potentate, would 


ES make 


ta 


for the ſlumbring Virgins: F 


make alt: our Governours -and Magi. 
ſtrates willing in the day of his pow- 
er ; to kifſe the Son 1n humble ſub= 
jection and hearty affection ro his 
righteous Scepter 5 and: to lay dqwir 
both» Sword and Scepter_at-his feer (as 
| the Elders did with their Crowns) : 
Oh that' there were 1n i them fuch an 
heart 5 as to ſay with tlie inhabitants 
of Fudah, in their hearts ;. The 1nha- 
| bitants of _ Feruſalem ſhall | be \ our 
firength; in the Lord of Hoſts their 
God, That they may be as »#r/ing 
Fathers to the Saints, the Children of 
the moſt high, yea the leaſt of Chriſts 
Brethren; 'accounting 1t their great. 
eſt glory and praiſe, to promote the 
1 glory of the King immortal and cter- 
4 nal, the only wiſe God ; to be a praiſe 
to thoſe that do well, and a terror to evil 
doers, putting {inners to ſhame. Oh 
char the Rock of Iſrael thar ſpake it, 
would make 1t good 3 Thar they thac 
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, rule over men, muſt be juſt, ruling 11 * Sa.23J 
2 [the fear of God : And they ſhall be a 
is (the light of the morning, when the Sun 
4 |#r:ſeib, cvcn a mormng without cloyds, 
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"4 Warning-piece” 


44 the tender aſs fprin ng out of the 
 earth,by char bleds afeer Sid. Why 


ler us open. our hearts and: mouthes 


wide (by the help of the Spirit) for 


ſuch a blefling as this, as they waited 


for Fob, even as for the latter rain, 


And ſpread thoſe good old Promi- 
ſes before the Lord, which are as freſh 
upon his heart as ever, to renew them 
in theſe latter dayes ; That Saviours 


ſhall come upon Mount Zion, to judge 


the mount of Elau, and the Kingdom 


| ſhall be the Lards ; That: he will raiſe 


up Carpenters to break the borns, that . 
ſcatter Judah, ſo that no man can lift 
wp his head; That he will put that 
honour upon his Saints, Te execute 


* the judgment that ts writtey, with a] 


two-edged ſword in their hands, and 
the high praiſes of God in their months. 
That: the Faithful, Choſen, and Trut, 
cloathed in fine and white Linen, ſball 
give Blood to drink, to the Woman, wha 
35 drunken with the Blood. of the Saints 
and the Martyrs of Feſus, and ſhall 
deffray that great City which reigneth 

A | over 


over the Kings of the Earth', 
| ſhall overcome all bis and thiry (ene= 
' mwnes in the Blood of the Lamb ; for he 


| hold the Stars in his right-hand, that 


den Oyl out of themſelves from the "ha 


' And that he would ſend Paſtours ac- 
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and 


1s Lord of Lords, and K ng of Kings, 
Oh then let the Prayers' of all the 
Saints meet upon the Golden Altar, Rev Bn: 
that the ſmoak of the. Incehſe may 9 4*. "ay 
aſcend up before. God day and/nighty © 
and let them cry with a loud voice, 
ſaying, How long, O Lord, Holy and 
True, Fc? - Jon. 12147 
Laſtly ; Pray, pray for the fulnels 
of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, - 
upon all pure Evangelical Adminiſtra-. $4 
£10nS ; That Jeſus Chriſt would walk ,,, -;- "> 
2m the midſt of the Golden Candleſticks ; 13,16, | 


the GoldenPipes mayi.empty the Gol- 26 444% 


L Ig1 3s HG 


Olive-tree 3 and his Servants be any wal 
ointed with the Oyl of Gladneſs, who J*7+3+ I%+ 
defire to keep the Commandments of | 


God , and the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 


cording to his own heart, that may Oo ; 
feed the-People with knowledge and 3 
underſtanding ;z able Miniſters of the + 


New 


whe; 
__ 
- 


_ (OPEN 


- New-TeR nent, not wes: mo Elie rac 
of - the: Spirit ; ; and ſend them foiely 
Mt. _ Power and Spirit of Elijah, to 
4 ' turn. many+}to the Lord, And that 
0. the good: Shepheard would call his 
- own Sheep'by- name, lead them out, 
+» and: go before them; thar they may 
3 know: lus voice, and follow him, and 
goin and:out and find Paſture. 
Thar hjs hictle Block receiving the 
Goſpel not in word only,:but alfo in 
power, and in the Holy'Ghoſt, and 
in much affurance z may have that 
glorious/Character : of the: Church of 
. a Philadelphia, as a Crown. of twelve 
Stars upon. their heads. that 'theyr 
have kept:the Word of bibs Patience, 
and have not denyed his Name; -who ' 
will keep chemi im this houz of t Temps | : 
tation. 


